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The Need of an A.L. A. Collection 
of Plans of Library Building* 


C. C. Soule, Boston, Mass. 


Half a generation ago library skies 
were bright, except in one quarter. The 
American library association, founded in 
1876, had held a dozen annual confer- 
ences. The library journal had been 
started as a forum of discussion. The li- 
braryschool had developed vigorous life. 
The librarians of the country, at first be- 
wildered and unorganized before the 
rapid growth of the library movement, 
had got together and developed their 
calling from a mere occupation to one 
of the learned professions. The skies 
were indeed bright with promise for the 
future, save for one dark cloud that por- 
tended disaster. 

Tohold and shelter the libraries which 
were flocking into existence, to allow 
full play for their use, to give effect to 
the labor saving devices and practical 
systems of administration which busy 
brains were inventing, new buildings 
were needed, especially planned to 
meet the new wants—-needed not in one 
place or a few places, but all over a land 
long fallow but now bursting into a 
sudden harvest of library appropriations 
and benefactions. 

New buildings had hardly started 
from the ground, when a school of arch- 
itects and trustees appeared, whose 
motto, to put it barely, was “Show, not 
use.” An architect, in the columns of 
a leading newspaper, argued that library 
buildings should be treated as monu- 


* Read at A. L. A. Meeting at Narragansett Pier. 
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ments rather than as workshops, and 
must be made architecturally beautiful, 
even at the sacrifice of all considera- 
tions of utility. Our city of especial 
culture, our “modern Athens,” planned 
a magnificent library building without 
asking advice or even suggestions from 
the library profession, although there 
were within its very gates librarians who 
had acquired world-wide reputation for 
wise counsel and executive ability. A 
trustee of that library was reported as 
saying that it was useless to consult li- 
brarians, because no two of them agreed 
on any point of library architecture. 

To this slur the American library as- 
sociation responded promptly and _>f- 
fectively. At the conference of 1891 a 
paper was read and unanimously 
adopted embodying twenty “Points of 
agreement among librarians on library 
architecture.” The first points enforced 
were these: 

A library building should be planned 
for library work. 

The interior arrangement ought to be 
planned before the exterior is consid- 
ered. 

No convenience of arrangement 
should ever be sacrificed for mere archi- 
tectural effect. 

A library should be planned with a 
view to economical administration. 

Although these “points” sound now, 
and sounded then, like truisms, it was 
stated in that paper that few library 
buildings in existence conformed to all, 
and that many buildings conformed to 
none, of these axiomatic requirements. 

The effect of this expression of 
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opinion and of the propaganda insti- 
tuted by a committee on architecture 
appointed by the association was imme- 
diately and widely felt. It was found 
that the School of Show which had thus 
loomed as a threatening cloud on our 
horizon was itself more show than sub- 
stance. Architects throughout the 
country sought the advice of experi- 
enced librarians in planning new build- 
ings—sought so eagerly and so intelli- 
gently that the thanks of librarians 
should be uttered at every conference 
to the architects who have proved their 
practical American capacity for grap- 
pling with new library problems, by 
solving them in buildings which com- 
bine both utility and artistic beauty. 
But while so much of the planning 
has been intelligent, the results have 
not been wholly satisfactory. Trustees, 
architects and librarians are fallible. 
Their solution of library problems, even 
when guided by the best motives, has 
not been uniformly successful. Libra- 
ries have been built by the hundreds 
since 1891—some of them excellent, 
many good, some half good and half 
bad, and some, alas! wholly bad. Of 
these different grades our Association 
has kept no record. New libraries are 
projected every week, most of them in 
towns where there have been no library 
buildings before, and where librarian, 
architect and trustees, without experi- 
ence to guide them, are all at sea. 
They can get good advice; but ad- 
vice and theory are not enough; they 
want models. The guestion which is 
often asked of librarians all over the 
country is this: Where can we get plans 
of a building costing about (such a sum), 
which has successfully stood the test of 
use and is recommended as a model by 
librarians? How many of us can an- 
swer such a question off-hand? Weall 
know of new buildings whose plans ap- 
pear to promise well, but who in this 
room can name half a dozen buildings 
in different sections of the country 
which have been tested and found per- 
fectly workable? The Publishing board 
appointed a committee years ago to 
edit a supplement to our Tract on libra- 
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ries, giving model plans for libraries of 
various kinds and costs, but that com- 
mittee still hesitates to report, because 
it cannot find anywhere a collection of 
plans so comprehensive, so well ar- 
ranged, so differentiated as to furnish 
materials for such a selection as will 
commend itself to librarians in all parts 
of the United States. 

This weak point in our armor is a re- 
proach to the American library associa- 
tion. 

We began a good work when we 
agreed and presented our requi- 
sites and theories of construction, but 
we have failed to keep pace with the 
movement we initiated. We have left 
the embodiment of our ideas grow be- 
yond their control. We have allowed 
our architectural affairs to come to such 
a pass that conscientious builders are 
as likely to hit on a faulty library build- 
ing as a perfect one for a model. 

And there is no need for such a con- 
fusion of results. If we only say the 
word, we can get together a representa- 
tive collection of library plans, with 
complete records of detail, materials 
and cost. We can file with each plan 
the mature judgment of librarians who 
have used the building since its erection 
as to the merits and defects of each of 
its features. We can so mount and 
classify and index this collection that 
an inquirer from any community, for 
any kind of library. can be referred 
at once to models both for imitation 
and for avoidance—to figures of cost, 
to details of construction and furnish- 
ing, to the digested experience, in short, 
of the library profession of the United 
States. 

Is not this a consummation devoutly 
to be wished? It is attainable if we so 
choose. If the A. L. A. opens head- 
quarters, and puts the right man in 
charge, the money is sure tocome. Our 
membership of a thousand librarians, all 
eager for results, all codperating to the 
full extent of their ability, will assure a 
collection of “evaluated” plans which 
will harmonize and perfect future archi- 
tecture and give fresh impetus to the 
planning of practicable libraries. 














What Constitutes a Well Bound Book 


What Constitutes a Well Bound 
Book* 

The presentation and preservation of 
human thought in suitable garb is a suf- 
ficiently exalted object to be in need of 
no defense; and it may be well to set 
forth briefly the main points that consti- 
tute a well-bound book, bearing in mind 
that these remarks have special reference 
to books permanently clothed in leather. 
From the folding of the printed sheets 
(if new) to the final touch of the finisher, 
the book passes through many stages; 
and in the larger binderies of today it 
passes through many hands, which was 
not the case when the art was new. The 
larger number of books to be dressed in 
leather usually come to the binder in 
some sort of covering, which has to be 
removed, and the sheets put as nearly as 
possible in their primitive folded state 
ready for re-sewing. Strength and flex- 
ibility are the prime requisites of sewing. 
The backs of the sheets or sections should 
not be sawn, to let in the cords, but the 
cords, or bands, are preferably laid on 
the back and the needle and thread 
passed through the sections and around 
them. The next more important stages 
are the gluing, rounding, and backing 
of the volume, to make it ready to re- 
ceive the boards, which are laced to the 
book by the projecting ends of the cords 
on which it is sewn. The fixing of the 
end papers, the squaring of the boards, 
the preparation of the edges, the work- 
ing of the headband—which should al- 
ways be done in silk and by hand—are 
details of great importance to perfect 
workmanship. As to the character of the 
leather which should be employed to 
cover the book, there seems to be no 
doubt that of those manufactured today 
Levant morocco, for strength, durability 
and beauty, is the best. Whatever the 
choice of leather may be, however, the 
book having been covered and pressed 
is ready for the finisher, the artisan or 
artist who designs the scheme of deco- 
ration and works it out in gold by the 
use of small tools, which are practically 
the same in character today as have been 


*Notes from an Exhibition Catalog of Caxton Club, 
Chicago. 
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in use since the time of Grolier, Maioli, 
and the other early patrons of the art in 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

T. J. Cobden-Sanderson, who has been 
called the most original figure among 
the English binders of this century, and 
is entitled to the distinction of having 
originated a style, in speaking of his own 
work says: 

The finisher’s tools, rigid brass stamps, 
set in wood handles, are like the old 
sealing-wax stamps, and are used ina 
similar way, gold leaf being substituted 
for sealing wax. My own tools are all 
elemental, as ‘I may call them, i. e., I 
have a separate tool for every separate 
flower, stalk. bud. leaf, thorn, dot, star, 
and so on, and I build up my patterns, 
and the motives of them, bit by bit, each 
composite portion of the pattern or mo- 
tive being, like the whole pattern, the 
subject of deliberate arrangement. In 
designing I use the tools themselves, 
blackening them in the flame of. a candle 
or a small oil lamp, and impressing them 
on a piece of paper cut to the size and 
shape of the part of the book to be deco- 
rated. 

Grolier was not a practical binder as 
popularly supposed, but an amateur— 
for whom the great Aldus printed—who 
designed and often directed the decora- 
tions of his books, and is said to have 
been the first to cause the title to be 
placed upon the backs of his treasures. 
Macé Ruette distinguished himself as 
the inventor of marbled paper; Duseuil 
first brought the double into common 
usage; Derome the younger. introduced 
flat backs and the more reprehensible 
practice of cropping the margins; Trautz 
Bauzonnet was, in 1869, created a Knight 
of the Legion of honor, being the first 
binder of France or of any country, it 
is believed, to receive such a distinction. 

“Bobby” Burns wrote the following 
lines on the ample margin of a splen- 
didly bound but neglected copy of 
Shakespeare in a nobleman’s library: 

Through and through the inspired leaves, 

Ye maggots, make your windings; 


But oh, respect his lordship’s taste, 
And spare the golden bindings. 


Foreign binders are many of them 
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famous in the art world, while the names 
of the best American binders are com- 
paratively unknown even in our own 
country. The fostering of several of our 
industries has become a matter of na- 
tional pride with us, and when our col- 
lectors have more generally mastered 
the art of bookbinding and learned how 
to direct our binders in the appropriate 
decoration of their treasures, that sub- 
stantial encouragement so necessary to 
the production of the best work will be 
forthcoming. 


The Interpretation of Styles and 
Technical Terms in Fine kindings* 
Styles 

Aldine or Italian—Ornaments of solid 
face without any shading whatever, such 
as used by Aldus and other early Italian 
printers. The ornaments are of Arabic 
character. A style appropriate for early 
printed literature. 

Maioli—A style prior to and contem- 
porary with the early (Italian) examples 
of the Grolier. Generally composed of 
a framework of shields or medallions, 
with a design of scrollwork flowing 
through it. Portions of the design are 
usually studded with gold dots. Orna- 
ments are of arabesque character. 

Grolier—An interlaced framework of 
geometrical figures—circles, squares and 
diamonds—with scrollwork running 
through it, the ornaments of which are 
of arabesque character, generally azured 
in whole or in part, sometimes in outline 
only. Parts of the design are often 
studded with golddots. Time, first half 
of the sixteenth century. 

Eve—A framework of various geomet- 
rical-shaped compartments linked to- 
gether by interlaced circles; the centers 
of the compartments are filled with 
small floral ornaments, and the irregular 
spaces surrounding them with circular 
scrolls and branches of laurel and palm. 
An elaborate style of the end of the six- 
teenth and beginning of the seventeenth 
century. 

Le Gascon—The distinguishing feature 





* Given by permission of the Grolier club of New York 
from Catalog of bookbinding, in the Exhibition catalog 
of the Caxton club, Chicago. 
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of this style is the dotted (pointillé) face 
of the ornaments instead of the contin- 
uous or solid line. Wherever these 
dotted ornaments are used the style is 
called Le Gascon. Time of the first half 
of the seventeenth century, immediately 
following that of Nicholas and Clovis 
Eve. 

Derome This style has ornaments of 
a leafy character, with amore solid face, 
though lightly shaded by the graver. 
The ornaments are often styled Renais- 
sance, being an entire change from the 
Gascon. The Derome is best exempli- 
fied in borders, Vandyke in design; itis 
simple in construction but rich in effect, 
and is appropriate for art publications. 
Time, eighteenth century. 

Roger Payne—The ornaments of this 
style are easily identified, being free and 
flowing in stem and flower; whereas be- 
fore Payne's time theyhad been stiff and 
formal. The honeysuckle is a customary 
ornament. The impressions of the tools 
are usually studded round with gold 
dots, whether used in borders, corners, 
or center pieces. The style is well suited 
for early nineteenth century literature, 
especially poetry. 

Mosaic—A design inlaid with different 
colors. The cover may be of any shade, 
but the style is especially beautiful when 
the cover is of white vellum in imitation 
of illuminated manuscripts. Suitable 
for ancient manuscripts and the higher 
grade books printed in colors. 

Jansen—Without line or ornament 
either in blank or gold. It permits dec- 
oration on the inside of cover, but de- 
mands absolute plainness on the outside, 
with the exception of lettering. It is 
only appropriate for crushed levant, it 
being dependent for its beauty on the 
polished surface of the leather. 

Cobden-Sanderson—An arrangement of 
graceful curves or stems, flowers, buds, 
and leaves, treated conventionally, the 
background often powdered with nebulz 
of gold stars or dots in whole or in part. 
The lettering of title, etc., on back and 
sides treated fancifully and often made 
an integral part of the design. 
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Terms 

Arabesque—A fanciful mixture of ani- 
mals, birds and insects; and of plants, 
fruits and foliage, involved and twisted. 

Azured—Ornamentation outlined in 
gold and crossed with horizontal lines 
in the manner of indicating azure in 
heraldry. 

Blind tooling—Impressions of the fin- 
isher’s tools without gold. 

Dentelle border—A tooled-pointed bor- 
der with finely dotted gold or Gascon 
ornaments in imitation of lace. 

Double— When the inside of the cover 
is lined with leather it is termed double. 

Fanfare—When the compartments 
formed by filiets or curves or both are 
filled with little branches, vines, etc., the 
style of decoration is said to be fanfare 
—from its first having been used on a 
book of which this word formed the 
principal part of the title. 

Fillet—An engraved line impressed on 
the back, side, or border of a book cover. 

Gaufre edges—Impressions made with 
the tools of the finisher onthe gilt edges 
of the book. 

Gouge—A curved line or segment of a 
circle impressed upon the leather. 

Mosaic—A decoration formed by in- 
laid leathers of various colors and de- 
signs. 

Petits Fers—The small tools used for 
decoration by the finisher. 

Pointille— Designs worked in gold dots 
are said to be a pointillé. 

Roulette border—A border design pro- 
duced by a wheel on the circumference 
of which is engraved a pattern that re- 
produces itself as the wheel is revolved. 

Roundlet—A small circle in gold. 

Seme (or Powder) Ornamentation in 
which the device is repeated at regular 
intervals. 


It is a trite remark that we are in- 
clined to consider too closely the num- 
ber of books we can lend in a year; but 
it bears repetition. The important thing 
is not quantity, nor is the important thing 
quality only. We may ask, how much? 
We should also ask, how good? No 
poor book should be allowed to usurp 
the place of a better one. 
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Public Libraries and Tuberculosis 


Librarians have duties in connection 
with the prevention of tuberculosis. 
Possibly one of the duties may be to 
join the National association for the 
study and prevention of tuberculosis 
(the membership fee is $5 a year’ and 
the address is 105 E. Twenty-second st., 
New York), others are to secure the pub- 
lications of the association, and to aid 
in a vigorous local campaign. 

The most important thing to be done 
is to make a few rules in regard to read- 
ing room and home use of books. The 
danger from infection is great. No false 
delicacy should prevent enforcement of 
rules. The librarian who will risk many 
lives to save herself from the disagree- 
able duty of speaking to borrowers who 
have the disease, is guilty of reprehen- 
sible conduct. 

It is probable that within the next 
few years all cases will be reported, as 
are smallpox, diphtheria, and other 
contagious diseases. In the meantime, 
investigation from the loan department 
may locate many cases among borrow- 
ers and necessary precautions may be 
taken. 

The following letters from well-known 
and trusted specialists will be helpful to 
librarians. From Dr John P. C. Foster 
of New Haven: 

Your letter of the ninth raises a very 
important question and one that calls 
for very careful consideration. To no 
class of readers is the public library a 
greater blessing than to the tuberculous. 
Their lot is hard enough and every 
effort should be made not to create un- 
necessary restrictions. Ina library such 
patients are capable of doing serious 
harm—but they can be rendered harm- 
less by submitting to two very simple 
rules. I would debar all consumptives 
from use of public libraries and reading 
rooms who will not consent to properly 
washing the hands—in the building— 
before using any books, and to using a 
suitable sputum cup. This is very simple 
and can not be reasonably complained 
of. If aconsumptive so conduct him- 
self in a library as to make it evident 















that he is uncleanly he should be 
promptly warned and upon a repetition 
of the offense deprived of library privi- 
leges. 

As to books that go to homes for the 
use of those that are too feeble to be 
about, they should be disinfected. 

Whatever is done let it be done with- 
out parade. There is too much publicity 
and too little commonsense in many 
places at the present time, and I want 
to enter my protest against it. It is 
cruel and demoralizing to the general 
public. 

DrC. F. Gardiner of Colorado Springs 
writes: 

The danger from consumptives in- 
fecting books would be from spraying 
of sputa when coughing, and from the 
moist finger turning over the leaves, or 
from dust of the consumptives’ rooms 
being shut upin the books. Even or- 
dinary handling the books by the hands 
of the consumptives is not free from 
danger as the germs are found frequently 
on the finger tips from touching the 
lips or handkerchiefs. 

To disinfect books they should be 
opened and exposed to the vapor of 
formaldehyde; dry heat or steam will 
injure the books. 

I think the actual danger from books 
read by consumptives is slight and if 
such books are beaten and dusted in 
the sun probably most of the danger 
can be arrested; but if the leaves are 
turned by the finger moistened in the 
mouth of a consumptive the danger 
from such leaves is real and would 
continue for some months. 

Disinfection with formaldehyde may 
be accomplished by using one of the 
good generators which may be bought 
at drug stores. The librarian is usually 
a poor judge of such matters and careful 
inquiry will be necessary. The local 
health officer should be consulted in 
regard to disinfection, and asked to 
help in locating cases of tuberculosis. 

There seems to be among librarians a 
very general indifference to the subject 
of contagion and disinfection. It would 
be a simple matter to have some printed 
slips explaining the necessity for care, 
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proper methods of handling the books, 
and of reporting cases. 

My observations in libraries have 
made me feel that the greatest need of 
the day in library matters is cleanliness. 
Books should all be varnished so that 
they may be washed and kept clean, 
outwardly. It seems really indecent to 
circulate dirty, ill-smelling books, and 
quite dangerous to ignore the fact that 
a disinfecting closet is necessary in li- 
braries large enough to make impossible 
personal knowledge of all borrowers. 

CoRNELIA MARVIN, 
Sec. of Oregon library commission, Sa- 
lem, Ore. 


Out-door Reading Rooms 


EpiTor Pusiic LIBRARIES: 

In examining a large number of li- 
brary plans recently, I was surprised to 
notice that none of the designs seemed 
to have given any attention to out-door 
reading rooms. The only case of this 
kind I have found is in New York city, 
where the roof of the Rivington street 
branch has been turned into an open- 
air reading room. An awning, sup- 
ported by iron stanchions, forms the 
roof and the sides are protected by 
strong wire work. 

I have long urged the erection of pa- 
vilions, such as are sometimes found in 
public parks, in connection with country 
libraries where land is plentiful. Given 
such a pavilion, say 15x20 feet, screened 
all around, and entered from the deliv- 
ery room, would it not be an attractive 
summer reading spot? Do anv of your 
readers know of any library where this 
has been tried? 

I have asked our architects, Messrs. 
Frost, Briggs& Chamberlain,of Worces- 
ter, Mass., to make sketches of such a 
room with a rough estimate of cost. 
These I hope to publish at a later date. 

I need not add that I would welcome 
any suggestion or criticism of the plan 
from any one who may be interested in 
it. Very truly yours, 

Louis N. WILson, 
Clark Univ. library. 


Worcester, Mass., July 20, 1906. 
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School Libraries and Their Value* 
J. C. Dana, Public library, Newark, N. J. 


Most of the teachers in our public 
schools have a limited knowledge of 
books and their possibilities. This in 
spite of the fact that they usually are 
better informed, both in books and cur- 
rent history, than are the mothers of the 
children they teach—even than the 
mothers in the families of the well to 
do. This limitation of the teacher is 
not a thing for the librarian to complain 
of or to condescend:to. Teacher’s sal- 
aries are not suchas to encourage a large 
outlay of time and money in preparation 
for the calling. Their education is usu- 
ally up to the demand our public school 
system makes on them, and up to the 
opportunities which our present scheme 
of training for education offers them. 

As librarians, it is our business to fur- 
nish to teachers opportunity and incen- 
tive to continue their training in book 
knowledge after they have entered on 
active work. Of the opportunities and 
incentives we can furnish, one of the less 
important ones is through the library’s 
department of pedagogical and psycho- 
logical books and journals ; while one of 
the most important ones is the school- 
room library and the children’s depart- 
ment, from which the schoolroom li- 
brary comes. . 

Returning to the subject of the books 
sent, usually from the children's collec- 
tion, to schoolrooms to be under the 
management of the individual teacher, 
it is plain those books should be such as 
will tempt the teacher to their examina- 
tion. More than this, they should be 
such as will invite and encourage the 
teacher to more elaborate and direct use 
than is applied in the simple lending of 
them to the pupils who ask for them. A 
collection of 50 volumes may consist, 
for example, entirely of good stories, 
approved fairy tales, proper mytholo- 
gies, with a few interesting biographies 
and histories. This is a good library. 
The children, let us suppose, borrow 
from it freely for home use. The teacher 


*Extract from address to New Jersey library 
association. 
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pleases them, and herself. But 50 vol- 
umes in a schoolroom can effect more 
than this. They can include a few vol- 
umes of the best of English literature, 
a few scientific and technical books 
and, especially, a few volumes bearing 
quite directly on the subjects of study 
in the particular room in which they 
may be placed. If it contains books of 
this latter class it is evident they must 
be changed quite often, at least once 
each term, as the subjects, or parts of 
subjects, being taught in the room change 
in accordance with the curriculum. 
Now, the person who can best select 
the books which shall supplement the 
work of her class from day to day is the 
teacher herself. She may not always 
select the best books; but she will end 
by selecting the best for her own use, 
because she will select the books 
which she knows and knows how to 
use—if not on first trial then by experi- 
ment and change. This statement ap- 
plies also to the specimens of English 
literature she may take. She may not 
at first choose the best; but she will 
generally choose those things she is 
familiar with, and can be effectively 
used by her. 

Myconclusion, then,is this: Donot rest 
content with asuccess with schoolroom 
libraries counted by the number sent, 
by the good contents and the number 
of volumes lent from them for home 
use; but aim constantly to create in 
each teacher a special interest in her 
own collection; urge her to come to the 
library and select it for herself, and to 
come often afterwards to change all or 
parts of it as her tastes and needs re- 
quire; and tempt her to try a wide range 
of books, to take books which will sup- 
plement her classroom work; and en- 
courage her by notes, lists, circulars, and 
especially by visits to the library itself, 
to become familiar with books in general 
through the varied and varying collec- 
tions shecarries toher own schoolroom. 
We are lending good books to many 
children through our teachers; we shall 
lend more and get more effect from 
them if we help the teachers to a closer 
acquaintance with them. 
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The Facts in the Copyright Case 


The provision in the proposed copy- 
right bill (Senate bill 6330, sec. 30, para- 
graph e) which prohibits the importa- 
tion of the foreign editions of certain 
classes of American copyright books, 
seems on its face to be a measure de- 
signed to extend to authors the protec- 
tion due to the lack of competition 
from foreign editions. But as the author 
receives a royalty abroad from such 
foreign editions, it is evident that the 
measure is purely a protection for the 
American manufacturer of books, and 
that it differs from the protection given 
by a protective tariff in that it abso- 
lutely prohibits competition. 

It is the experience of all political 
economists that stifling competition 
raises the prices of all commodities, 
creating a monopoly. In these days of 
“trust” discussion, this fact has become 
evident to the most casual student. 
The proposed measure is, then, a meas- 
ure calculated to give to the American 
publisher of copyrighted books a mo- 
nopoly of their manufacture, being tariff 
legislation in a copyright bill. It would 
encourage the American publisher to 
raise the prices of all books beyond a 
point where a fair profit might be gained 
from their manufacture. . 

The private citizen has a remedy for 
this increase in price. He can refrain 
from the purchase of such books. But 
the public university or college library 
has no such remedy. In order to sat- 
isfy the demands of its clients, it must 
buy many of the books, no matter what 
the price may be. Existing law allows 
such institutions to control the compe- 
tition to a certain extent by allowing 
them to import foreign editions; and 
congress has not only allowed this priv- 
ilege, but has allowed these institutions 
to import these books free of all duty, 
thus placing the library in the enviable 
position of being able to purchase in 
the cheapest market. This action was 
taken in recognition of the common 
policy in American legislation to foster 
in every way .such institutions as are 
founded to educate the citizen, the 


theory being that no government can 
long survive that does not depend on 
the enlightenment of the people. 

The publishers of this country are not 
in business for charitable purposes. 
They are here to make money. There- 
fore they have consistently opposed all 
measures which would encourage any 
importation from foreign countries, 
either by educational institutions or by 
individuals. They have consistently 
supported the measure under discussion 
and have assigned as their reason that 
they wish to control the library trade, 
and incidentally the prices at which 
books may be sold to libraries. Since 
the year 1901 they have adopted such 
measures as will place the control of the 
retail market for American books in 
their hands, refusing to sell to such re- 
tailers as would not agree to maintain 
prices fixed by the American publish- 
ers’ association. This has been accom- 
plished by the adoption of the so-called 
“net price system,” which bears all the 
ear-marks of an ordinary trust agree- 
ment. 

But the libraries of the country, the 
universities and learned societies, have 
been able to evade this agreement 
through their ability to import foreign 
editions, which are usually 25 per cent 
cheaper. 

The present measure, therefore, is an 
attempt to take away this privilege of 
importation, in order to charge a larger 
price, the added money to go into the 
pockets of the American book trust. 
In other words, it is a measure to tax 
the educational institutions of this 
country 25 per cent for the benefit of 
the American publisher, on the price of 
the majority of books published in the 
English language. 

The Library copyright league is or- 
ganized to prevent this harmful legis- 
lation in every way it can legitimately 
be done. The league is confident that 
the legislators of this country will not 
support such a measure if they thor- 
oughly understand its provisions. The 
league desires to bring the matter to 
the attention of every senator and mem- 
ber of the house of representatives at 
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the proper time. Some of the mem- 
bers have already presented their argu- 
ment before the joint session of the 
senate and house committees on pat- 
ents. But every expression of opinion 
against the bill lends additional weight. 
Every librarian, whether his library im- 
ports books or not, should be directly 
interested in defeating this legislation; 
as adispenser of public funds, he should 
be interested in making them serve his 
public to the fullest extent. 

There are three ways in which help 
can be given. 

1 Signify adherence to the Library 
copyright league by signing the follow- 
ing protest; send it to the secretary of 
the league. 

2 Communicate after congress con- 
venes with the members and senators 
from the state, and especially try to in- 
terest those who are interested in the 
locality. If a college librarian, write to 
such as are graduates of your institu- 
tion, or members of its board of trus- 
tees. Write an article for the local 
paper and for other papers and send 
marked copies to these men. 

3 Send immediately a protest to the 
chairman of the joint committees, Sen- 
ator A. B, Kittredge, and to the chair- 
man of the house committee, Hon 
Franklin B. Currier. Make the protest 
short. You may well adopt the word- 
ing below: 

Protest 


I, the undersigned, librarian of the .......... 
library, protest against any alteration in the ex- 
isting law that will impose restrictions on the 
importation for libraries of any books, except 


pirated editions. 
W. P. CurTer. 


That citizen is the best who does his 
best; who has the best heart, the best 
character, the largest charity and sym- 
pathy, and who withholds from none 
of his fellow men the respect, privileges 
and protection which he claims for 
himself. This is the citizenship which 
is the hope of our country, whose secu- 
rity and permanency is the hope of 
mankind.—Wilam McKinley. 


New Machinery in Cincinnati Public 
Library 


Mr Hodges, the librarian of the Cin- 
cinnati public library, is noted for the 
great interest he takes in the various de- 
tails of administration. He is very 
much pleased at present with what, may 
be termed the Hodges’ patent of a dust 
machine. It is being used in the main 
library with very satisfactory results. It 
is worked on the vacuum principle, 
through three standpipes in different 
parts of the stack room, with an engine 
attachment in the basement. A long 
hose, through which the suction acts, 
completely cleans the books over which 
its end is passed, and the dust is carried 
through the hose and standpipes into a 
depository in the basement. By means 
of a stirrup treadle the power is turned 
on, and by passing the end of the hose 
over the ends and sides of the books, 
placed on the platform for that pur- 
pose, the dust is removed and, as was 
said betore, is carried off. The work is 
rapidly and satisfactorily done, and Mr 
Hodges is of the opinion that its use 
has solved a knotty problem of long 
standing. 

In the children’s room of the main 
library, in which, from the first, Mr 
Hodges has taken the greatest interest, 
is a unique feature—a slot machine 
showing stereopticon views by placing 
a slugin the slot. The slugs are kept at 
the attendant’s desk and may be had 
free on request by any child wishing to 
see the pictures. It is needless to say 
that the machines create the greatest 
interest. 

Pictures of Japan, Russia, and other 
foreign countries, of present conditions 
in San Francisco, Yellowstone Park and 
various other interesting places in great 
number are shown. 


The Library of congress has for dis- 
tribution a few copies of its Reports 
from 1897 to 1904. Libraries on its mail 
list which need any of these volumes to 
complete their sets should send requests 
to the Librarian of congress. Washing- 
ton, D.C. 


















A. L. A. Membership 

Below are givensomestatistics bearing 
on the subject of A. L. A membership. 
These figures represent fully paid mem- 
bershiponly. This year’s handbook will 
be the very first to contain the names 
only of those who have paid their an- 
nual dues. The handbook of last year 
announced about 1500 as the member- 
ship of the association. Of this total 
426 were then in arrears. Of this bal- 
ance about 200 finally paid, the year 
1905 finally closing with a paid up mem- 
bership of 1253. 

We find then that we have on Sep- 
tember Ist a fully paid membership of 
1810 as against 1253 on December 31, 
1905, a gain of 557 in eight months. 
Putting September 1, 1905, against Sep- 
tember I, 1906 we find the gain be- 
tween 1074 and 1810, i. e., in the full 
year the figures show a gain of 736. 

I think that the statistics bearing on 
the geographical distribution are rather 
interesting. I shall be glad if you find 
it possible to give them a place in Pus- 
LIC LIBRARIES 

E. C. Hovey. 

Classification of A. L. A. membership by 
geographical divisions 
North Atlantic division 
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September 12, 1906. 


New Headquarters of the A.L. A. 


The offices of the American library 
association have opened permanent 
headquarters at 34 Newbury st., Boston, 
where a residence has been transformed 
into quarters suitable for the work to be 
done. Hereafter the Publishing Board 
and offices which have heretofore been 
located at 10% Beacon st., Boston, will 
be included in these headquarters. The 
building is in a block of three-story resi- 
dences, having large rooms, high ceil- 








RONEN aes 
. 








Back Numbers of A. 


ings, and deep windows. Upon enter- 
ing a wide hall the business office is lo- 
cated in what was formerly a reception 
room at the left. This will be the office 
of the executive secretary, E. C. Hovey, 
and provides ample room for him and 
his clerk. A large room at the end of 
the hall will be devoted to sample ma- 
terial of every description, together 
with the printed reports and other ma- 
terial illustrating every phase of library 
work. Of the two large rooms on the 
second floor, the one at the front will 
be given over to the office of the Pub- 
lishing Board, with its-secretary, Nina 
E. Brown, in charge. The large room at 
the fear will be devoted to the exhibi- 
tion of library plans, both exteriors and 
interiors. This material will be open 
for inspection and study to any one 
interested in the subject of library build- 
ings. 

Through these headquarters it is pro- 
posed to furnish information with regard 
to the construction, organization, and 
operation of libraries of all kinds. Any 
one in search of information in any way 
related to libraries may expect to re- 
ceive a prompt and satisfactory answer. 
The collection of library material of 
every sort will furnish valuable object 
lessons in fit:ings. appliances, systems, 
and methods with all sorts of modifica- 
tions fitted to-every kind of library need. 
Plans of libraries will be classified ac- 
cording to cost, purposes, and local con- 
ditions. 

The assistance of the librarians 
throughout the country is desired in get- 
ting together the proposed exhibits of 
library aidsandforms. Those in charge 
of headquarters wish to collect such 
exhibits from every library in the coun- 
try and particularly a copy of the latest 
reports. The secretary particularly re- 
quests that the A. L. A. headquarters 
be placed on the mailing list of every 
library throughout the country issuing 
reports and other printed material. 

The only drawback or cause of dis- 
couragement at present is the lack-of 
funds, but it is‘-expected that this will 
in time be remedied, and many effect- 
ive plans for the extension and better- 
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ment of library work will be carried out. 


[NoTE.—It was hoped that PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
might present cuts illustrating the new head- 
quarters, but up to the time of going to press 
we have been unable to secure the same.] 


Back Numbers of A. L. A. Proceed- 
ings . 

It has been decided to offer the sur- 
plusage of the A. L. A. proceedings at 
the following reduced prices, and it is 
hoped that those who wish to complete 
their files will send their orders promptly 
to No. 34 Newbury St., Boston. Orders 
will be filled in the order of application. 

The following years are offered at 35 
cents per copy, this price including 
postage: 

1883, Buffalo; 1889, St. Louis; 1894, 
Lake Placid; 1895, Denver; 1896, Cleve- 
land; 1897, Philadelphia; 1898, Chau- 
tauqua; 1899, Atlanta; 1900, Montreal; 
1901, Waukesha; 1902, Magnolia; 1903, 
Niagara Falls; 1904, St. Louis. 

The proceedings of the following 
years are out of print: 

1881, Washington; 1882, Cincinnati; 
1886, Milwaukee; 1892, Lakewood; 1893, 
Chicago; 1905, Portland. 

The proceedings for the following 
years are offered at $1 each: 

1885, Lake George; 1887, Thousand 
Islands; 1890, Fabyans; 1891, San Fran- 
cisco 

The A. L. A. handbook for 1905 is 
out of print, but the Handbook for 1906 
will be issued shortly. 


Library Picture Post-Cards Wanted 


I am making a collection of picture 
post-cards of library buildings. If any 
others are making a similar collection I 
will be glad to exchange, supplying 
views of libraries in or near Boston. 
Libraries in towns and smaller cities are 
what I especiaily desire now. 

F. W. Faxon, 
11 Chauncy PI., Jamaica Plain, Mass. 


For sale: Blackwood magazine, bound 
in. half leather; 162. vols... 1817-1897. 
Containing original Chaldee manuscript. 
Address Mrs H. B. Herrick, 2037 Ged- 
des ave., Ann Arbor, Mich: 
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The A. L. A. Headquarters. The long 
expected A. L. A. offices have been 
opened at 34 Newbury St., Boston, in 
large and commodious rooms, ample for 
all the needs of the business at present 
and probably for some time to come. 
The establishment of these offices with 
proper officers in charge ought to mark 
an important step in the development 
of efficient help for all library problems 
calling for prompt and individual at- 
tention on the part of the A. L. A. ad- 
ministration, and if the aims and pur- 
poses are carried out as planned, the 
expenditure of funds necessary thereto 
will have been wisely and satisfactorily 
made. While it would seem more de- 
sirable for many reasons that national 
headquarters should be more centrally 
located than Boston is, particularly if 
the museum idea is developed in con- 
nection therewith, still the decision to 
open headquarters in Boston has been 
reached by the executive board of the 
A.L.A., and perhaps the experience of 
a year or two will make clear the best 
thing to be done in this particular and 
several others in regard to the same 
matter. Library workers may congrat- 
ulate themselves on this achievement. 


Notices of library reports—We would like 
again to urge upon librarians who de- 
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sire to have note made of their progress 
as shown by their annual reports, to 
make such an extract or summary of 
the reports as they wish to have pub- 
lished in our issues. A moment’s re- 
flection on the amount of printed litera- 
ture that comes to the editor’s table will 
make it clear to the most unmindful 
that it is a physical impossibility to do 
justice to every report in extracting ma- 
terial for publication. It is quite as im- 
possible to go through this material on 
its receipt as it fs for a librarian to pe- 
ruse the books that come into the li- 
brary. There are several thousand re- 
ports of different libraries coming in 
during the year, with a multitude of 
bulletins, special publications, newspa- 
per articles, etc., and if time were taken 
to read all of them it would prevent the 
performance of any other duty. 

It is a good thing to publish reports 
of libraries, not only for the library re- 
ported but as an inspiration for other 
libraries and a help in making compari- 
sons. 

We shall always be glad to have these 
reports but we must earnestly request 
that the material for publication of news 
items be prepared by the proper person 
connected with the library and sent in. 


A good librarian gone—In the death of 
Henry L. Elmendorf, American libra- 
rianship has sustained a definite loss. 
It is but little more than ten years since 
Mr. Elmendorf first appeared at a library 
convention, and in that time he rose 
from the ranks of the unknown to a 
place among the best librarians of his 
day. He had the courage of his con- 
victions, which, with analytical judg- 
ment gained in his business career, gave 
him the power to perceive results in a 
certain line of work before beginning 
it. This led him to adopt many helpful 
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practical lines leading to the advance- 
ment of library work, where others were 
still debating. He was appointed libra- 
rian of Buffalo public library in 1897, 
when it was reorganized, and under his 
efficient management it very soon be- 
came a strong leader in progressive 
work with and for the public, particu- 
larly with outside organizations. 

He had been far from well for several 
years, but his indomitable will kept him 
at his post long after many another man 
would have given up. In the death of 
Mr.Elmendorf Pusiic LisBrarigEs has 
lost one of its earliest and best friends. 
It was largely through his counsel as 
secretary of the A. L.A. that this mag- 
azine was started. It was largely through 
his help and encouragement that its 
first fateful year was passed successfully. 

Mr Elmendorf’s widow was formerly 
Miss West, librarian of Milwaukee, Wis., 
and is herself one of the most highly 
esteemed among women librarians. To 
her go out universal sympathy and re- 
gard from a multitude of fellow work- 
ers. 

The true library spiritp—There is room 
for serious thought given by the dispo- 
sition manifested at recent A. L. A- 
meetings on the part of a few persons, 
—a very few, indeed, but of sufficient 
importance to make their attitude 
conspicuous,—to use the machinery of 
the A. L. A. as far as they have been 
able to do so, for ends other than its 
legitimate purpose, thereby to avenge 
personal animosities or to regard per- 
sonal obligations. Nothing could be 
more disastrous to the welfare of the 
association than a prevalence of such a 
spirit, or more deplorable in its effects. 

Until a half dozen years ago the A. 
L. A. was a body of enthusiasts whose 
devotion to each other was the marvel 
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of all new comers. Time has introduced 
a new element which is not desirable 
and which in a large body will work 
sad havoc if allowed to grow unchecked. 

So foreign to the original ideas of the 
A. L. A. was the character of this dis- 
position that its presence has “been 
ignored for some time in the thought 
that those possessing it must, of them- 
selves, come to see its unfitness and 
professional intrusion. Emboldened by 
this attitude instead of reformed by it, 
the spirit grew into what might be 
termed malignant presumption at Nar- 
ragansett Pier. Fortunately it found 
little sympathy when it emerged into 
the open and the rebuke to it was so 
sudden and forceful that it is to be 
hoped that after-consideration will lead 
those who were touched by it to use 
their many strong qualities of head and 
heart hereafter to better purpose and 
above all not to embroil the A. L. A. in 
matters to which it cannot and ought 
not to lend itself. The constitution of 
the association says: 


The object of the American Library Associ- 
ation shall be to promote the welfare of libraries 
in America. 


Anything less than thisis treason and 
anything more, differentin kind, should 
not be tolerated. Widespread attention 
having been attracted by the recent 
attempt, greater watchfulness will be 
given hereafter to protect the rights of 
the many from the inroads of a few. 


. Instruction in the use of libraries—One of 
the very best courses offered during the 
past summer in library instruction was 
that given at Yale’ University by Mr 
Keogh, reference librarian of that insti- 
tution. It was prepared specially for 
teachers who have become so large fac- 
tors in the summer schools, and pre- 
sented in a very forceful way the oppor- 
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tunities offéred by libraries of assisting 
the teachers in their work. But the 
lectures on Use of reference books, 
Note taking and Book reviewing were 
extremely valuable and interesting for 
anyone and might be given in any 
course as a special training that would 
prove exceedingly useful in many ave- 
nues of work, and instead of being 
classed as graduate studies or presented 
only in summer schools, it would seem 
that these subjects ought to have place 
in the early part of college courses. 
Every librarian who has tried to help 
the public knows how very meagre is 
its knowledge of the subjects noted 
above, and every professional man 
would be immensely helped by a knowl- 
edge of them, be he preacher, teacher, 
lawyer, doctor, or what not. In these 
days of research and these times of 
professional conventions a knowledge 
of how to use books as tools and of how 
to transcribe the essential points in a 
dissertation, either spoken or written, 
would be an invaluable possession for 
any one at all interested. And yet 
where is the school of any kind that is 
teaching these things to those who later 
are to constitute the general public? 
Some of the library schools are attempt- 
ing it but it should have a place in the 
first part of every college curriculum 
and should receive special attention as 
a very important equipment. Library 
school students could then have the use 
of the equipment in beginning their 
course rather than spending time to 
acquire it during that strenuous period. 

Mr Keogh has had the training and 
experience calculated to give him a 
broad view of these subjects, and those 
who had the benefit of his course 


throughout, count themselves fortunate. 
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Library Reading Course 


It was possible during the vacation 
months to meet and talk with a large 
number of those who are following the 
line of reading given in this column 
every month during the year 1906. It 
has been very gratifying to find the 
unanimous opinion that the project is a 
good one, and to meet face to face with 
those who were so deeply interested in 
the reading. 

We have traced the history of books 
and libraries as sources of knowledge; 
we have looked at the book as a me- 
chanism; we have followed the history 
of their collection in eentral points; we 
have studied the organizations which 
have followed the growth of the idea 
that they were educational; we have 
viewed the means of becoming versed 
in the administration of them as such 
institutions; and that brings us to study 
the library movement and the. public 
library as ‘‘an integral part of our system 
of public and free education.” 

October reading 

Theme—Public libraries and their ac+ 
tivities. 

Special report, Bureau of Education, 
1876. 

The best source of information on the 
theme of this month is, unfortunately, 
now out of print, but many libraries 
may have it on their shelves. It con- 
tains the early library doctrine promul- 
gated by those who may rightly be 
called “the founders of the faith” in 
library work, and beyond whose wisdom 
and point of view librarianship today 
has gone but little, if any, distance. 


Library opportunities. J. C. Dana, 
PusLic LIBRARIES 9:3-5. 
The library militant. H. L. Koop- 


man, PuBLic LIBRARIES 9:331-335. 
Library work done for the blind. 
Puscic LIBRARIES, 9:148-162. 
Library conditionsin America. Mel- 
vil Dewey, PuBLic LIBRARIES 9:363-65. 
The library as a social center. Gra- 
tia Countryman, Pusiic LiBRARIES 


1135-7. 
Work of the modern public library. 
Review of Reviews 29:702-8. 
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American Library Association 
The meeting at Narragansett Pier 


The twenty-eighth annual meeting of 
the A. L. A. was held at Narragansett 
Pier, R.I., June 29-July 6. The attend- 
ance in numbers was greater than that 
of any previous conference, excepting 
the meeting of 1902. 891 persons were 
registered and perhaps 200 others from 
first to last were in attendance whose 
names were not recorded. The program 
arranged for general meetings and for 
special meetings of sections and affili- 
ated associations. The papers were 
largely of a discursive nature in the 
general section and were of a high grade 
of thought. 

General meetings 

The first session opened on Saturday 
afternoon, June 30. The president, F. 
P. Hill, appointed H.C. Koopman, li- 
brarian of Brown university, chairman 
for the afternoon. The librarians were 
welcomed in behalf of the state of 
Rhode Island by Lieut.-Gov. F. H. Jack- 
son; on behalf of Narragansett by R. G. 
Hazard, Esq, and on behalf of the libra- 
rians of Rhode Island by the chairman 
of the afternoon. The president’s ad- 
dress offered by Mr Hill, dealt with 

One phase of library development 

{t was the development of the libra- 
rian of the olden time, who was a keeper 
of books, a living catalog and a walking 
encyclopedia, to the present librarian, 
who is not onlyall that the old librarian 
was, but is in addition a man of affairs, 
giving keen attention to and producing 
good results inthe business management 
of the institution. One of the closing 
sentences in the president’s address is 
worthy of being kept in mind: 

In the early days of the new library 
movement we were led by Poole, Cutter, 
Green and Dewey. They did splendid 
work. We cannotdo better than to keep 
close to many of their methods and the 
spirit of ’76 

Letters were read from Dr Steenberg 
of Denmark and Mr Tedder of London, 
containing greetings and telling of the 
work in their respective countries. 

The secretary's report presented the 


actions taken by the executive board 
and the conclusions reached by the ma- 
jority of the council present at the vari- 
ous meetings held during the year. The 
secretary accompanied his report with 
such timely counsel and exposition of 
library doctrine as in his judgment the 
association was in need of or would re- 
joice to hear. 


Summary of A. L. A. treasurer’s report, 1905 








On hand Jan. I, 1905...... $1628 17 
Receipts, Jan. to Dec., Igu5: 
ATGUBY QUCS <6...5 ss 00000 $2750 00 
Life MO@MIDGIS. ;. «<.0 <c00% 75 00 
Com. on ways and means, 
contributions. .......... 1550 Oo 
Miscellaneous...........- 257 04 
4632 04 
. $6260 21 
Expenditures, Jan. to Dec., 1905: 
Proceedings St. Louis con- 
FOVONCE osccss fe8 coos es $1278 32 
Proceedings Portland con- 
PEROMCE ese neo aes oe as 1194.07 
Stenographer, Portland 
COMICIEMEE Ts ccs 5ccs 150 00 
PEANOWOOK 62.0.5 biden a0 0c os 149 10 
Secretary's salary........ 250 co 
Secretary's and conference 
EXPENSES.» 58.5.0. 20:6 0.0.00 586 16 
Treasurer’s expenses..... 346 06 


Committee on book buying 207 47 
Committees, sections, etc.. 181 30 


4342 48 





Trustees of the endowment fund: 
Life memberships for investment. 100 00 
Refund, on account Alaska Excur- 


MOONE asc ceed 8% Sane ens sek ewes 20 00 
Balance on hand, Dec. 31, 1905.... 1797 73 
$6260 21 





The number of members in good standing De- 
cember 3!, 1905: 


Honorary members........... 9 
Perpetual member........... I 
Life felowahip......6..2. 00.0. 2 
DETLeMNOMIDONG oixi0.0 5:50.66. 0000:6: 45 
Annual members ............ 1162 
EIDTATY MOMIDOTS. se scikccccsss 34 
New members, 1905.......... 258 
Number of deaths............ 9 


Report for 1906 
Receipts from Jan. 1 to June 23, 1906: 


PIER 6s Bictcrosie's 6 ois set $3308 00 
DSO THOTIDEES: 65. 2065 20,0: 225 00 
Ways and means commit- 
BOR 5 ce co nainntsceaslen 1180 00 
RREEUOME 505-0 oles c.cch ct ons 37 65 
Expenditures for the same period: 
Secretary’s salary........ $ 50 00 
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Secretary and conference 


PRDORBOR 5.5 \50is.c505's0- 199 87 
Treasurer’s office......... 32 95 
Committee on book buying IoI 22 
Committees, sections, etc.. III 97 
Assistant secretary....... 1043 65 
Trustees of the endowment 

GARIN S acs pan 6k Beedle dae se 225 00 


Balance on hand June 23, $4783.72. Unex- 
pended balance of appropriations for the year 
1905-6, $2484.00. 

The treasurer’s report was referred 
to an auditing committee and after- 
wards reported correct. 

The report on necrology included: 
Rachel Berry, McCook, Neb.; J. C. 
Houghton, Lynn, Mass.; Sophie A. 
Merry, Toledo, Ohio; L. D. Carver, Au- 
gusta, Maine; J. D. Chadwick, M. D., 
Boston, Mass.; W. P. Upham, Newton- 
ville, Mass.; E. B. Hunt, Boston, Mass.; 
R. J. Blackwell, London, Ontario; Col. 
Weston J. Flint, Washington, D. C. 


Book-buying committee 


The committee on book buying re- 
ported its transactions for the year and 
recommended that a committee be ap- 
pointed to represent the disfavor of the 
A. L. A. toward the requirement of the 
customs house authorities for a certifi- 
cate of receipt for the free entry of 
books. Edwin H. Anderson and J. I. 
Wyer, jr, were appointed a committee, 
later. 

A letter of greeting and good wishes 
to the conference was received from 


Mrs S. C. Fairchild. 
Report on bookbinding 


The report of the committee on book- 
binding and book papers was presented 
by the chairman, G. F. Bowerman. 
The report endorsed heartily Mr Dana's 
book, Notes on bookbinding for libra- 
ries, commending throughout the ma- 
terial presented therein. It was also 
announced that some of the publishers 
have agreed to bind library books ac- 
cording to the specifications of this com- 
mittee, while others did not consent to 
do so. 


Joint meeting of N. E.A.andA. L.A. 


The general session on Monday 
morning was called joint meeting of 
the Library department of National ed- 





Public Libraries 


ucational association and the American 
library association, Dr Canfield being in 
the chair. The president of the N. E. 
A., Dr N. C. Schaefer, superintendent 
of public instruction of the state of 
Pennsylvania, made the address of the 
morning. Dr Schaefer’s address was 
one which interested every person pres- 
ent, showing that under the present in- 
dustrial conditions there was a sacred 
duty on the part of both teachers and 
librarians to relieve the monotonous 
drudgery of those who spend their 
working time from the first of January 
to the last of December in making “the 
twenty-second part of a pin, the sixty- 
fourth part of a shoe, an infinitesimal 
part of a cigar.” So many things are 
crowding into the schools clamoring to 
be taught, that teachers sometimes feel 
conscience stricken if somebody finds 
them teaching the three Rs. 

The address was full throughout of 
words of wisdom, illustrated by inci- 
dents that carried the point of what he 
said, distinctly to the minds of his hear- 
ers. Dr Schaefer is a power in educa- 
tional work in schools and libraries. 

Dr Canfield announced the publica- 
tion of the report on Instruction in li- 
brary administration in normal schools, 
issued by a joint committee of the N. 
E..A. and the A. L. A., to be had from 
Irwin Shepard, secretary of the N.E.A., 
Winona, Minn. 


Children’s reading 


The address by Clara W. Hunt, su- 
perintendent of children’s department 
of Brooklyn public library, was one’ of 
the best presented during the whole A. 
L. A. meeting. Her subject, The chil- 
dren’s library a moral force, was full of 
material for serious thought on the part 
of all those who have to do with the 
training of children. She emphasized 
the value of good literature in shaping 
the character of the child, and a con- 
stant emphasis of the best old books 
instead of the new and hopelessly me- 
diocre. She referred to the danger of 
the present day in the theory of allow- 
ing a child to grow without training. 
The parents have caught the echoes of 
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the excellent principles acted upon in 
the educating of children today, and 
catching the surface smattering with- 
out the underlying purpose, they have 
swung far from the old Puritan’s meth- 
ods that produced men of such fibre as 
made our nation what it is, and have 
let their children grow along the lines 
of least resistance, with the result that 
one finds in a flower garden left to 
itself. There are two main lines the 
librarian should have in mind in the se- 
lecting of children’s books. First, every 
child of 14 should be familiar with the 
classics in, juvenile literature. Insist on 
the importance of a child not being de- 
prived of the joy both now and hereaf- 
ter of knowing and loving the best in 
literature. Ours is the task to decide 
what out of the mass of mediocrity have 
enough of merit to make them useful 
in leading the children who have ac- 
quired the taste for poor stuff up to 
reading that will be clearly helpful. 
This was followed by Miss Stearn's 
paper on The problem of thegirl. She 
referred toan investigation made by a 
western teacher, giving the reason for 
choice of books as reported by 82 girls. 
An investigation by an English teacher 
showed no better results. The fashion 
in reading has changed for the worse. 
It also showed that if girls do not read 
great novels in youth they are unlikely 
ever to doso. Experience has shown 
that girls will read good books if they 
are inspired to do so, but as the work is 
done now by the public schools, at least 
in the majority of cases, it results in a 
dislike for the best in literature. The 
point of danger seems to lie between 
young children’s literature and the age 
when judgment is more mature. The 
intermediary section of special open 
shelves in the adult circulating depart- 
ment of the Carnegie library at Pitts- 
burg will be watched with interest. 
The chairman called on Miss Lord of 
Pratt institute to discuss the papers. 
Miss Lord thought that the great need 
was more general supervision and _ par- 
ticularly in that intermediate period 
between the children’s room and the 
adult department. For those who could 


not have an intermediate department 
she recommended that a selection of 
books be made and called “books for 
younger readers,’ and that young people 
from 14 to 18 be not allowed to go into 
the general stack without permission. 

Miss Hitchler made a hit with the 
remark that quite good results could be 
obtained by having the children read 
aloud to their mothers. It sometimes 
was an education for the mothers and 
an enlightenment as to what the chil- 
dren were reading. 

Mr Ballard thought that the teachers 
in the public schools should give more 
attention to the reading of the children, 
not only as to the material that was read, 
but the manner in which it was read. 
He said that he had rarely known a boy 
or girl from 16 to 18 able to read a 
book aloud, easily and intelligently, so 
that listening was a pleasure. 


Third general session 


The third general session was held 
Monday evening. The first address of 
the evening was by David A. Boody, 
trustee of the Brooklyn library, on the 
Relation of libraries to municipal gov- 
ernment, from the trustee’s side, and 
Horace G. Wadlin, librarian of Boston 
public library, treated the subject, The 
public library as a municipal institu- 
tion, from the administrative stand- 
point. Mr Wadlin’s address may be 
summarized: first, the public library 
tends toward bringing the book to the 
people by means of a central library and 
outlying branches; second, the freest 
access possible to the books in the build- 
ing and out of it; third, the cultivation 
of the library habit in the largest possi- 
ble constituency; fourth, to direct edu- 
cational work with children and the un- 
trained of adult age; fifth, promotion of 
the use of books as helps toward en- 
larging the power of the individual, in- 
dustrially and otherwise, and toward 
raising the standard of citizenship and 
responsibility; finally, the development 
of a higher literary taste among readers 
and the stimulation of a love of reading 
among those who have not heretofore 
had it. 
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Charles S. Greene, librarian of Oak- 
land, Cal., gave a very graphic descrip- 
tion and account of the earthquake and 
fire in San Francisco libraries. 


Gifts and bequests 


Drew B. Hall, of Fair Haven, Mass., 
presented a summary of the report of 
the committee on gifts and bequests. 
Total number of gifts, 680; amount for 
endowment funds, $658,723; general be- 
quests, $21,571; buildings and equip- 
ment other than Carnegie, $1,492,753; 
Carnegie offers of gifts, 211; accepted, 
$2,247,740; buildings and sites, value 
known, $313,100; endowment for books, 
$81,900; money for books, $90,879; 
books, 237,649v. 


Fourth general session 


The committee on prose fiction re- 
ported that the result of their inquiries 
led them to the conclusion that there 
does not now exist such a demand for a 
subject index to fiction as would war- 
rant it in recommending that the A. L. 
A. should include this among its activi- 
ties for the present. 

The business of the association being 
thus disposed of, the patriotic exercises 
were opened by the singing of Amer- 
ica. The address by Gov. George H. 
Utter was full of inspiration for the li- 
brarians, offering ideals to American 
youth that make for manliness. 

Dr W. H. Faunce, president of Brown 
university, followed with an address on 
The library as a factor in modern civili- 
zation. 

Pres. Hill in introducing the next 
speaker said: I ought to introduce him 
to you as the Man without a name, but 
if I call him “The Virginian” I think you 
will recognize him. His topic, Subjects 
fit for fiction, delighted the large audi- 
ence who sat deeply interested during 
the address which answered, first, What 
is fiction, and, second, What may be 
used in fiction, the underlying thought 
of which was that any subject is fit for 
fiction and its treatment must lie in the 
convention of its time and place 

Brander Matthews of Columbia uni- 
versity gave an address on The influ- 
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ence of immigration on American de- 
velopment. 

The committee on Ways and means 
reported at this meeting that the sum 
of $5,950 had been raised forthe purpose 
of opening headquarters, and recom- 
mended that the funds be so applied. 


Committee on publicity 


Mr Dana of the committee on Pub- 
licity gave a report which, considering 
the short time it was at work, (March— 
June) told of more work, perhaps, than 
by any other committee Several 
thousand letters and circulars had been 
sent to librarians, newspapers, journals 
and institutions. Close relations had 
been established with the Associated 
press. According to the report more 
advertising of libraries and their work 
had been done in the few months than 
in as many years before. The recom- 
mendations of the committee covered 
quite an extensive field, and if carried 
out should result in the greatest good 
to library work. The work of the Pub- 
licity committee will hereafter be car- 
ried on at A. L. A. headquarters. 

Mr Dana made a motion that the pa- 
pers that are to be presented at the 
meetings of the association shall be 
placed in the hands of the executive 
board at least two weeks before the 
date of the meeting. The matter was 
referred to the council with a recom- 
mendation for a by-law to that effect. 

Henry J. Carr reported from the Com- 
mittee on an exhibit at the Jamestown 
exhibition in 1907, outlining the char- 
acter and manner of the exhibit. 


Fifth general session 


W. L. Post, acting superintendent of 
public documents, in support of Miss 
Hasse’s proposal that a permanent place 
for the discussion of public documents 
be made on the program, added a warn- 
ing to the librarians receiving public 
documents, saying that there was dan- 
ger of the committee on printing cut- 
ting out the privilege of sending the 
material back and forth unless there 
was some improvement in the haphaz- 
zard manner in which libraries now re- 
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ceive the documents. He suggested 
that either they allow the office of public 
documents to choose for them, or send 
the list of the things they want, as the 
present system is entirely too expensive 
to be continued. 

The subject of library architecture 
was dealt with at length from various 
standpoints by Mr Soule (see page 429), 
Mr Greene, Mr Brett and Mr Hamlin. 

Dr E. C. Richardson reported that 
the international catalog rules are nearer 
realization to-day than ever before, and 
that such a code may be expected at no 
distant day. He also reported that 
there is definite progress being made in 
the ‘matter of international lending of 
magazines and printed documents. 


Report on Library schools 


H.E. Legler read the report of the 
committee on Library training, based 
on the following points: 

1 Entrance requirements: 

Three years beyond the high school prep- 
aration. 

2 Instruction: 

a At least one-third of the instructors to 
have bren graduated from a recog- 
nized library school. 

6 At least one-third of the instructors to 
be experienced in other libraries than 
those connected with the school. 

c Some of the instructors to have library 
duties. 

d One instructor to every ten students in 
laboratory work. 

e At least one-sixth of the student’s time 
to be given to practical library work. 


Eleven schools or departments re- 
ported as being in accordance with these 
recommendations, nearly all, however, 
having some exception to them. 


Sixth general session 


The morning of the sixth session was 
devoted to the discussion of the library 
in relation to special classes of readers. 
The subject was very thoroughly dis- 
cussed and many good suggestions were 
offered by those interested in the work 
for the blind, among,whom were A. D. 
Dickinson, Brooklyn; Miss Griffin, 
Washington; Miss Neisser, Philadel- 
phia; Mr Ranck, Grand Rapids; Mr 
Greene, Oakland, and Miss Hawley of 
Chicago. Dr Canfield, Mr Bostwick 
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and Miss Campbell of Passaic presented 
strong papers on books for the foreign 
population. 

Miss Garvin of Providence presented 
a paper on The use of industrial col- 
lections. 

Miss Stuart of Boston presented a 
paper on Libraries in relation to séttle- 
ment work. 

Resolutions were adopted thanking 
those to whom the A. L. A. was in- 
debted for the excellent arrangements, 
courtesies extended, and help given. 

Election of officers 


Officers for 1906-07 were elected as 
follows: President, C. W. Andrews, li- 
brarian of the John Crerar library, Chi- 
cago; first vice-president, Edwin H. 
Anderson, librarian of New York state 
library, Albany, N. Y.; second vice-pres- 
ident, Katherine L. Sharp, director of the 
Illinois state library school, Champaign, 
Ill.; treasurer, Geo. F. Bowerman, li- 
brarian of public library, Washington, 
D. C.; recorder, Helen E. Haines, Li- 
brary journal, New Yorkcity; members of 
council, Alice S. Tyler, secretary of lowa 
library commission, Des Moines, lowa, 
Herbert Putnam, librarian of congress, 
Washington, D. C., Purd B. Wright, li- 
brarian of public library, St. Joseph, Mo., 
G. S. Goddard, state librarian of Con- 
necticut, Hartford, Conn., T. W. Koch, 
librarian of university of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Mich.; trustee of endowment 
fund, D. F. Corey, trustee of public li- 
brary, Malden, Mass. 


Sunday evening meeting 


The meeting on Sunday evening, July 
1, was full of greatest interest for every- 
body. It was devoted to music, authors’ 
reading and a stereopticon review of 
the scenery of the last 12 conferences. 

The singing was under the direction 
of A. T. Briggs of Cambridge and was 
suitable for the occasion. It was a thing 
to be remarked upon that the singing 
of America, the Star spangled banner 
and other patriotic songs by the libra- 
rians was weak in places. 

H. L. Koopman, librarian of Brown 
university, who has also made some- 
thing of a place for himself in the world 





es 
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of letters, presented the poem, The li- 
brarian of the desert. It was in heroic 
verse, oriental in coloring and extremely 
beautiful in its composition. The audi- 
ence was held by the beauty of the 
poem and the rhythm of the reading 
from the beginning to the end of the 
I1 stanzas. The poem describes the 
removal of the library of the Senussi 
brotherhood, in whose care is placed 
the ecclesiastical affairs of the Moham- 
medans as well as the conduct of edu- 
cation. The poem describes the jour- 
ney from the borders of Egypt down to 
the very heart of the Lybian desert, 
and expressed the thoughts of the libra- 
rian of the desert under that southern 
sky in the procession, day after day, of 
more than 500 camels. 

Mr Koopman’s poem was a treat long 


to be remembered and added much to 


the already high esteem in which the 
friends of Mr Koopman hold him. 

Robert Gilbert Welsh, who has always 
been a favorite among librarians and 
whose departure from the library field 
last year was deeply regretted, came by 
special invitation to read from his own 
works. Mr Welsh has made a place for 
himself in the columns of the leading 
magazines, Scribner's, The century and 
others, who rank his work with the best 
of the younger poets of today. His 
first reading, Who rides with the king? 
was perhaps the gem of the evening. 
The mediaval flavor of the poem but 
added to the beauty of the idea, while 
the lines carried in their beauty a lesson 
not only for kings and rulers but for all 
who travel the highway of life. Mr 
Welsh generously responded to his 
encores and left his audience delighted 
with the pleasure he gave them. 

Sam Walter Foss before he became a 
librarian was already well known to li- 
brarians through his stanzas on The path 
the calf made. He presented on Sun- 
day evening The song of the library 
staff, and recited: 

Oh, joy! to see the library staff perpetually 
og 

aula tos the cataloger in the act of catalog- 
ing. 

And of the reference librarian: 
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See the people seeking wisdom from the four 
winds ever blown to her, 

For they know there is no knowledge known to 
mortals but is known to her. 

She is stuffed with erudition as you’d stuff a 
leather cushion. 

Ah, they know she knows things, and her look 
is education; 

And to look at her is culture and to know her is 
Suivenion. 

* * * * 

For os children‘s gay librarian passes out with 
equal pains 

Books on Indians or Elsie, satisfying hungering 
ee; 

* * * 

To idle books are all two classes—they are 
either ‘ tam" or “dandy.” 
* * * 

See the gleeful desk attendants forever dealing 
while they can 

The uninspected canned beef of the intellect of 


man. 
The head librarian: 
sabia and the joy that’s her’n or his’n. 


See him, see her, his or her head weighted with 
the lore of time, 

Trying to expend a dollar when he only has a 
dime. 


Various views of these were given, 
various things of these were said to the 
pleasure of the audience to so great a 
degree that Mr Foss was also compelled 
to return calls. A request for The 
path the calf made was not heeded. 
It was afterward learned that Mr Foss 
has been taught not to recite this poem 
within 500 miles of Boston, as it hurts 
the feelings of those who pride them- 
selves on the history of their town. 


Dotha S. Pinneo told very amusingly 
The sad downfall of Mr Peters, after 
which the audience were highly de- 
lighted with the stereopticon pictures 
shown by F. W. Faxon. The views 
covered the various incidents and a 
multitude of places in the peregrina- 
tions of the A. .L. A. during the last 
twelve years. The faces of many peo- 
ple who are no longer:seen among the 
librarians were shown and faces of oth- 
ers who today do not bear the buoyant, 
expectant look of their first year in 
librarianship. 

The evening was truly delightful and 
many were the expressions of pleasure 
by those who were present for all of it. 
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College and reference section 


The topics discussed in the college 
and reference section were: Codperation 
in library statistics, offered by J. T. Ger- 
ould of Minnesota; The stimulation of 
general reading, by Miss Mudge of Bryn 
Mawr; Student circulation in a univer- 
sity library, by T. W. Koch of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. 

The new building of the Mt Holyoke 
college was described by Miss Blakely, 
and that of the Clark university library 
by Louis N. Wilson. 


Catalog section 


The two subjects discussed in the 
catalog section were: Subject headings 
in dictionary catalogs, presented by 
William Warner Bishop of Princeton 
university, and Subject headings for 
state documents, presented by Miss 
Hasse of the New York public library. 

Some of the chief points made by 
Mr Bishop were insistence on specific 
headings in all cases and the revision 
and coérdination of subject headings 
definitely assigned to one person in or- 
der to insure continuity and conformity 
of the work. The general reference li- 
brarian should be in constant touch 
with the cataloger, who passes finally 
on subject headings. The imperative 
necessity for an official list of headings 
in use in the library that is kept up to 
date, was emphasized. 

Miss Hasse eliminated the docu- 
ments on subjects which come within 
the range of economics or the sciences. 
Because books dealing with these sub- 
jects happen to be government publi- 
cations does not in the slightest affect 
the subject headings for them. She 
dealt with the two fundamental powers 
of the state, law and government, and 
made a plea against duplication of entry 
in reports, statutes and treaties and dis- 
cussed the proper entry for interna- 
tional proceedings. 

Considerable discussion of Mr Bish- 
op’s paper followed, without seemingly 
reaching any conclusion. 

The second session of the catalog 
section was devoted to elementary 
problems, the paper of the morning 
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being read by Miss Van Valkenburgh of 
Milwaukee. 

Mr Foss’ definition of cataloging as 
the art of conveying wisdom from one 
who has it to one who has it not, met 
with general approval. 

Trustees’ section 


The trustees’ section under the man- 
agement of Washington T. Porter, had 
a collection of good, strong papers pre- 
sented by Dr Canfield on The basis of 
taxation for public libraries; by Mr Bost- 
wick on The whole duty of a library 
trustee from a librarian’s standpoint, 
and Dr Wire on The whole duty of a 
library from a trustee’s standpoint. 

Mr Boody of Brooklyn talked on Car- 
negie donations, making a plea for their 
acceptance by the people. 

A paper by Melvil Dewey on The 
ideal relations between trustees and li- 
brarians pointed out that the trustees 
as legislators and the librarians as exec- 
utives occupied grounds of mutual re- 
spect for each other and both with 
proper regard for the public whom they 
serve. 

M. E. Ahern in speaking of trustees 
said that they should be men and 
women in the community who have 
demonstrated by their own lives and in 
their own business that they have the 
ability to conduct public business on 
proper lines. They should have a pride 


in their community and a belief in their 


own people. 
Small libraries meeting 

The librarians engaged in the admin- 
istration of small libraries for several 
years have had meetings in A. L. A. to 
discuss the problems of their own work. 
Two meetings were held this year under 
the guidance of Frances L. Rathbone of 
East Orange, N. J., and Mary E. Dow- 
ney of Ottumwa, Iowa. The problems 
discussed the first evening were: What 
the state library commission, the state 
library associations, the larger library, 
and the library’s own public can do to 
help their small library. Miss Sterns 
presented the subject, What the state 
library commission can do for the small 
library. A general discussion followed, 
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bringing out many of the needs of the 
small libraries. The next topic, What 
the State library association should do 
for the small library, was also presented 
by Miss Sterns. A point of particu- 
lar value made by Miss Sterns was 
that the work of the state association 
should not be turned over to the State 
library commission to manage. Better 
results are obtained for everybody by a 
division of interests. Miss Wildman 
presented an outline for a series of as- 
sistants’ meetings. The next topic, 
What the large library can do for the 
small library was divided into library 
classes and inter-library loans. Both 
topics were presented by Miss Roberts 
of the Newark public library. Mr Peck 
of Gloversville pointed out What its 
own public can do for the small library. 

At the second meeting of the small 
library section Miss Smith of Dubuque 
discussed in a very helpful way the sub- 
ject of The library staff, their hours, 
staff meetings, social life, class-room 
work, apprentices, and the librarian’s 
duty to herself. The subject was dis- 
cussed further by Miss Freeman of Lou- 
isville. Purd B. Wright of St. Joseph 
gave an address on Library advertising, 
which was discussed by Miss Morse, 
Miss McLoney and others. Miss Mc- 
Donald of Wisconsin presented a paper 
on Circulation. The subject was dis- 
cussed by Miss McLoney and Miss 
Downey. Miss Clatworthy presented 
a paper on reference work. Miss Win- 
ser presented a paper on Methods of 
simplifying routine work. 

The meetings of the small library sec- 
tion were full of interest and go from 
start to finish. There were two draw- 
backs to the full enjoyment of the meet- 
ings. First, the impossibility of more 
than half the people who wished to do 
so being able to get into the room; sec- 
ond, the impossibility of hearing what 
was being said by most of the people. 

Other meetings 

A new feature of the meeting was the 
round table held by those persons inter- 
ested in proprietary or subscription li- 
braries. Charles K. Bolton of the Bos- 


ton Athenzum was chairman. The rela- 
tion of these institutions to the public 
library movement and the public library 
was discussed by W. I. Fletcher, Lind- 
day Swift, Mrs Alice H. Stone, E. M. 
Barton, J. L. Harrison and W. D. Johns- 
ton. 

The League of library commissions 
held two sessions in which the work of 
the commissions was discussed by those 
engaged in it and more or less familiar 
with the work. 

Proceedings executive board 

Committee on catalog rules—The Execu- 
tive board affirmed the appointment by 
the Publishing board of a committee on 
cataloging rules, and established it as a 
special committee of the A. L. A., con- 
stituted as follows: J. C. M. Hanson, 
Alice B. Kroeger, A. H. Hopkins, E. C. 
Richardson, T. F. Currier, Nina E. 
Browne, W.S. Biscoe. 


Amendment to by-laws—On recommen- 
dation of the treasurer it was voted that 
by-law No. 1 be amended by inserting 
the following sentence: 

Members whose dues are unpaid at 
the close of the annual conference and 
who shall continue such delinquency for 
one month after notice of the same has 
been sent by the treasurer, shall be 
dropped from membership. 

This amendment was recommended 
to the council. 

The resignation of Electra C. Doren 
from the Publishing board was presented 
and on motion accepted with regret. 


Permanent headquarters—In the matter 
of permanent headquarters it was voted 
that from the report of E.C Hovey, 
chairman of the Ways and means com- 
mittee, the Executive board finds $6300 
in hand and available during the next 
year for the establishment of headquar- 
ters, and that in the opinion of the board 
the first year’s budget should not ex- 
ceed $5000. It was voted further that 
the Executive board appoint E. E. Ho- 
vey in charge of A. L. A. headquarters 
at the salary of $2500 per annum to date 
from opening of headquarters, provided 
that arrangement can be terminated on 
reasonable notice if conditions prove 
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unsatisfactory to the Executive board 
or to the appointee. 

The following committees were ap- 
pointed: 


Finance—C. H. Hastings, B. C. Steiner, 
D. B. Hall. 


Library administration-—W. R. Eastman, 
Cornelia Marvin, H. C. Wellman. 
This committee continued without spe- 
cific instructions for new work, but at 
its own request with authority to pro- 
mulgate the recommendations made in 
its report to the association at Narra- 
gansett Pier. 


Public documents—A. R. Hasse, John- 
son Brigham, W. E. Henry, J. P. Ken- 
nedy, T. W. Koch, H. H. Langton, 
Charles McCarthy, T. M. Owen, George 
W. Scott, Mary L. Sutliff, R. H. Whitten. 

Co-operation with the N. E. A.—J. H. 
Canfield, M. E. Ahern, Melvil Dewey, 
Martin Hensil, Florence M. Hopkins. 

Library training— Mary W Plummer, 
H. E. Legler, J.C. Dana, W. C. Kim- 
ball. A. S. Root, Grace D. Rose, Isabel 
E. Lord, Eleanor Roper. 

Publishing board—The terms of W. C. 
Lane and C. C. Soule expiring in 1906 
and the resignation of Electra C. Doren 
being in hand, the Executive board 
made three appointments to the Pub- 
lishing Board, as follows: W. C. Lane, 
C. C. Soule, each for 3 years, and H. C. 
Wellman for term expiring 1908. 

International relations— E. C. Richard- 
son, Cyrus Adler, J.S. Billings, Herbert 
Putnam, W. C. Lane. 

Book buying —A. E. Bostwick, J. C. 
Dana, B. C. Steiner. 

Publicity —J. C. Dana, S. H. Ranck, 
Purd B. Wright. This committee is re- 
appointed until headquarters are estab- 
lished and satisfactory assurances can 
be given that the work of the Publicity 
committee can be cared for in the of- 
fices of the association, after which time 
the committee, as named above, will be 
continued as an advisory committee. 

Special committees 

Travel— F. W. Faxon, E. C. Hovey, 
Mrs Annie S. Ross, with power to ap- 
point two additional members. 
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Title pages to periodicals—W. I. Fletcher, 
Ernst Lemcke, A. E. Bostwick. 

Bookbindings and book papers —A. L. 
Bailey, W.C. Cutter, G. E. Wire. 


Program--C.W. Andrews, H.E. Haines 
J. I. Wyer. 

Library architecture—C. R. Dudley, W. 
R. Eastman, C. C. Soule, John Thom- 
son, F. P. Hill. 

Library work with the blind—N. D. C. 
Hodges, Emma R. Neisser, Etta J. Grif- 
fin, Asa D. Dickinson, B. C. Steiner. 


Conduct of headquarters—D. P. Corey, 
G. M. Jones, C. C. Soule. 

Library post—J. H. Canfield, chairman, 
with power to appoint two others. 


Gifts and bequests—D. B. Hall. 

To co-operate with Social education con- 
ference at Boston, Nov. 30-Dec. 2, 1906—H. 
G. Wadlin, C. K. Bolton, S. W. Foss. 

F P. Hill was duly accredited as the 
official representative of the American 
library association to the Library asso- 
ciation at its annual meeting held in 
England in September, 1906. 

J. 1. Wye, jr., Sec. 
A. L. A. Notes by the way 

‘‘He who steals my purse steals trash; 
... he who filches from me my good 
name, robs me of that which not en- 
riches him, but makes me poor indeed.” 


A high precedent has been set by the 
librarians and citizens of Rhode Island 
in the matter of courteous attention and 
hospitality, as well as complete arrange- 
ments, for the comfort and pleasure of 
the convention. Seldom, if ever, have 
the local arrangements been so tourte- 
ously and completely attended to as in 
this case, which is the more remarkable 
as the convention was held at a summer 
resort. Probably the small size of the 
state made it possible to be in closer 
touch with those in authority. 


An incident of some interest was the 
flame of indignation which, if limited, 
was intense, roused by the choice of the 
American flag as a covering for the 
rostrum on which the speakers were to 
stand. The acquiescence and com- 
placency of the A.L. A. secretary was 
somewhat disturbed at the protest of 
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the Virginia librarian, backed by others. 
He was made to understand that the 
flag was meant to stand under and not 
upon, in a very emphatic way. 

Librarian Lummis was the center of 
attraction at any time that one hap- 
pened to pass along the verandas. He 
was something new in librarians. Those 
who attempted to solve the problem are 
still wondering whether they really 
found the right answer. 

Of the 50 names appearing on the 
general program, 46 were of persons in 
the east and only four were west of 
Buffalo. It behooves the other parts of 
the country besides the East to study a 
bit, so that they may be able sometime 
to represent their own parts of the li- 
brary world with reports on the work 
accomplished. It was necessary to mul- 
tiply the duties of some of those on the 
program, and it is hardly just to over- 
work them in that way. Those outside 
of the eastern border ought to be willing 
to bear their share of the burdens. 

The following states were not repre- 
sented at the convention: Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, Wyoming, Montana, 
Idaho, North arid South Dakota. - Ok- 
lahoma sent a representative. 

A new face at the conference was 
that of Mr Schwab, librarian of Yale. 
His pleasant personality and courteous 
bearing won him many admirers. His 
own impressions of the meeting and 
librarians were very pleasant, and his 
coming from a chair of social science 
into library work gives him ample back- 
ground for estimable judgment. 

Another college librarian who also 
made a fine impression and many friends 
was Louis N. Wilson, of Clark university. 
Mr Wilson fully sustained the reputa- 
tion he has had, judged by his library 
and its work, and many old timers of 
A. L. A. will look forward with pleasure 
to his coming again. 


“What's his literary reputation based 
on?” 

“Oh, he stood in with some librarian 
and got his books barred from the 
shelves.” 


The Trip to Nantucket 


Now this is a chronicle, not of those 
800 staid and stately librarians who met 
at Narragansett Pier to ponder upon 
affairs of national importance in the 
library world. It is merely the tale of 
that wisely-foolish 49, who left the 
cares and pleasures of the Pier behind 
them July 6, bound for the island of 
Nantucket. 

We made our debut in Newport so- 
ciety on Friday alternoon and created 
a stir among the carriers at least. The 
procession would have done credit to a 
Limerick funeral, only there was no 
“remains.” Everything stopped to let 
it pass, even the haughty ladies in their 
gorgeous apparel and flashing turnouts. 

We saw the beauties of her famous 
beach drive and the summer homes of 
her much-pitied rich, and as we listened 
to the historical sketches of the inmates 
of the huge buildings posing as cottages, 
the same being bawled out at the top 
notch of the vocal cords of our drivers, 
we all, I think, went back to our hotel 
with no feeling of envy. It was the old 
part of Newport, the homey, work-a- 
day part, full of suggestions of the past 
and pleasures of the present, that 
charmed us. The clam bake on the 
beach was a success, the viands were 
delicious, the company was delightful, 
and the sunset during a walk on the 
cliff road was beautiful beyond descrip- 
tion. 

One little incident of the day in New- 
port I must mention, though its inser- 
tion may endanger the publication of 
this article in PusLtic LipraRigs. One 
of the most popular among us was a 
lady whose laugh is noted among her 
friends for its heartiness and its infec- 
tious qualities As our line of carriages 
was leaving the Newport station on our 
arrival, this lady’s position in the coaches 
was definitely revealed by the ringing 
out of this laugh. We all turned, we 
all smiled as it echoed out tous. On 
the sidewalk a solitary pedestrian 
stopped, listened as though fascinated, 
and then scratched his head and drawled 
apparently to himself, ‘Wall! I'd give a 
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dollar if she’d do it agin.” She did do 
it‘many times during her stay at Nan- 
tucket. 

On Saturday morning we left by an 
early train for Fall River. Here we 
were received by the board of trustees 
and the library staff, who were most 
kind and courteous in showing us over 
their beautiful new library building. 
We were delighted with the children’s 
department. which is quite a feature in 
their work. We would have liked to 
have stayed longer here but soon were 
speeding past “the thousand spindled 
town” to New Bedford. The ride by 
trolley was delightful notwithstanding 
the rain. ; 

At New Bedford we experienced great 
pleasure intermixed with envy on the 
part of a few in the party, in examining 
the splendid treasures housed away in 
the unsafe and crowded rooms of the 
city hall, which serves the community 
as a public library. Mr Tripp and his 
staff were most courteous in showing us 
their treasures and the many ingenious 
makeshifts for more room which had 
been invented. The historical museum 
of the place gave added pleasure to the 
historically inclined in its collections 
of manuscripts, relics, and other treas- 
ures of bygone days in this old town. 
At twoo’clock we set sail for Nantucket. 

Those adventurous souls who wished 
it would storm on the way were gratified 
to see that it had begun to rain before 
we left New Bedford. And it wzs no 
gentle dribble-drabble either, but what 
we were fondly able to delude ourselves 
into thinking a regular sou’wester. Most 
of us stayed on deck and faced the storm 
—for reasons of our own. The gentle 
librarian from Ohio was the recipient 
of much gracious attention from those 
of her friends who knew her sentiments 
in regard to boat travel, and we are 
grieved to relate that not all of our sug- 
gestions (and prescriptions) were re- 
ceived in that sweetly grateful spirit 
which we had expected. Especially 
did she resent any reference to chewing 
gum or lemons. 

One of the ladies aboard who had 
imagined Nantucketasaplace extremely 
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rural and primitive, was much perturbed 
in spirit by finding, from a map, that 
there was arailroad onthe island. “I’m 
going right back,” she announced, “I’ve 
been lured here under false pretenses.” 

“Are you going to get out and walk:” 
asked a tantalizing male voice, and the 
lady subsided weakly. But on applica- 
tion to the Fount-of-wisdom, otherwise 
the-gentleman-in-charge-of-the-party, 
we found that though there was a rail- 
road on the island, nothing but cows 
ever ran upon it, and they at no stated 
hours; so the lady’s good spirits were 
restored. 

Those who had hoped for an out-of- 
the-world simplicity were shocked when 
we arrived at the dock to step forth into 
a night made hideous by the cries of 
that class of vampires commonly re- 
ferred toascabdrivers. Certainly their 
cries were louder and more insistent 
than those of New York or Chicago, 
probably due to the excellent effects of 
the sea air on their lungs It was dark 
as it could be when we left the boat 
and started for the carriages which were 
waiting for us. It required conscious- 
ness of a hitherto blameless life and a 
wondrous trust in Providence and one’s 
fellow men to step out among the horses 
and vehicles crowding about the dock 
and lunge blindly forward into a car- 
riage, where, when seated, one could not 
discern his neighbor’s face. 

But the ride to the hotel was short, 
and at its end—ah, how it all comes back, 
doesn’t it? The rain and the wind and 
the roar of the ocean without; and with- 
in, the lights, the music, the open fires, 
the prompt, cheerful service. the warm, 
savory supper. A place with all the 
appointments of the modern, up-to-date 
hotel, but with the homelike atmosphere 
of the old-fashioned inn—such was Sea 
Cliff Inn, the place where we were to 
rest from our labors in Nantucket. 

And what did we do at Nantucket? 
What didn’t we do in those six happy 
days? Wedanced, we bathed, we drove, 
we walked, we shopped, we explored, 
we sailed, we slept and we ate—most 
of us—far more than was good for us, 
for the sea air is a great appetizer. 
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Some of the party slipped away in cozy 
nooks and on winding paths and listen- 
ing walls told no tales—an improvement 
over the walls at Narragansett Pier. 
On Sunday evening, as it was still rain- 
ing, we gathered in the parlor for a quiet, 
social evening. One of the ladies was 
coaxed into reading her account of the 
A. L. A. Alaska trip, while the gentle- 
man-in-charge-of-the-party passed his 
pictures illustrating it. Some one read a 
clever story, others told stories, and the 
evening passed quickly and _ pleasantly 
in the large group and not slowly for 
the smaller groups gathered afterward. 

Monday morning the ladies of Nan- 
tucket tendered an informal reception 
in the library. Here we were warmly 
welcomed by the good people of Nan- 
tucket, and under guise of asking us 
questions about the library situation in 
“the great world” they contrived to show 
us that Nantucket was very up-to-date 
in library matters. The words of Mrs 
Owen, as she expressed the apprecia- 
tion of the public of the work of libra- 
ries, and told of the great work that 
had been done by their own librarian, 
Miss Barnard, touched the company 

Feeling that we ought to express our 
appreciation of their hospitality, one of 
the gentlemen, who by virtue of his 
years and standing in the association 
naturally took the lead in such matters, 
arose and thanked them most grace- 
fully, ending somewhat in this wise: 
‘We have with us this morning a gentle- 
man of national, yes, of international, 
reputation in the world of history and 
letters, a man of whom all have heard 
and of whom all would be glad to hear 
more. I am sure the doctor will favor us 
with a little talk. Dr ——,” and he 
smiled benignly as he turned to present 
the gentleman. There was utter silence 
for a moment, then someone said, ‘] 
think that the doctor has again escaped.” 
(The gallant doctor had a way of dis- 
appearing from the assembled multitude 
on more than one occasion.) Minute 
search among book cases and alcoves 
revealed him not. However, others 
were called upon who did the honors 
of the occasion with much grace. 


But if the good doctor failed us on 
this occasion, he did his part toward en- 
tertaining us later. It was he who told 
the following story of himself. On the 
first morning of his stay he had but fin- 
ished his fruit at breakfast when a young 
woman walked across the room to his 
table and stood looking down at him 
(1 quote the doctor’s own words) “with 
that identify-me-if-you-can expression 
which women so often affect. I con- 
fess,’ he went on, ‘that I had not 
thoroughly identified all the ladies of 
the party, and though her face seemed 
familiar, | could not for the life of me 
remember her name. Sol said, ‘I must 
confess you have the advantage of me.’ 
And she said, ‘what cereal will you take, 
sir?’” 

Tuesday morning the sun came out 
full and warm, and we knew that old 
Nantucket smiled on us at last. A sail- 
ing party had been arranged for the 
morning through the courtesy of Mr and 
Mrs Wilson, and those who were pres- 
ent will bear out the assertion that no 
happier morning was ever passed. The 
weather was perfect, the boat sound, the 
captain a veritable old salt, the com- 
pany light-hearted and jolly as such a 
company should be, and our host and 
hostess gracious as heart could wish. 
The complexions that were gathered on 
the trip left nothing to be desired in 
brilliancy. 

We drove seven miles to Sconset and 
back that afternoon. Surely there can 
be nothing lovelier anywhere than that 
drive of seven miles over a fine macadam 
road through a wilderness of wild roses, 
honeysuckle, azalias, and other fragrant 
shrubs. Nota sign of human habitation 
for miles anywhere, not a tree, only the 
bright flowers, the blue sky, the wine of 
the ocean air, the song of the meadow 
lark being the only sound that broke 
the silence as we stopped to enjoy the 
beautiful scene that surrounded us on 
every side as far as the eye could reach. 
On the way I asked our driver what the 
main industry of the island was. “Is it 
fishing?” I inquired. And quick as a 
flash came the answer, “Yes, fishin’— 


and summer fishin’. 
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There was no rivalry at Nantucket 
save the comfortable rivalry as to who 
should be laziest. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania had coveted this honor 
for himself and was accustomed to re- 
buke any too late risers with a reproach- 
ful ‘See here, I'm the laziest person in 
this crowd.” But the day we drove to 
Surfside he was obliged to acknowledge 
himself beaten. One of the ladies had 
been lying on the sand, too absorbed in 
lounging to take part in conversation. 
Finally she turned wistful eyes toward 
the sea and sighed a long-drawn sigh. 
The gentleman referred to, is nothing if 
not sympathetic. “Can I do anything 
for you?” he asked. “Oh,” she said, “if 
you could only take my hands down to 
the water and wash them!” “Well,” 
responded her companion, | give up; 
you’ve won the palm.” 

So in pleasant intercourse and happy 
pastimes the days passed all too quickly. 
I think we all felt the shadow of the 
coming leave-takings for a day or two 
before our departure. Perhaps it was 
that which inspired us to gather in the 
parlor one night for a little heart-to- 
heart exchange of experiences. The 
doctor took from his pocket a letter, 
the original of which he had found 
years before in a mysterious way, and 
after reading it aloud, told us a most 
beautiful and affecting story concerning 
it. Nearly everyone had some little 
amusing incident to recount. The fol- 
lowing Is typical: 

One of the ladies of the party is 
known throughout the library world as 
the originator of a certain charging 
system much in yogue in the east. In 
one of the libraries visited on the trip, 
this lady with very natural curiosity 
stopped at the charging desk and 
glanced casually at the files. Where- 
upon a zealous and hospitable assistant 
bustled up to her and proceeded to ex- 
plain it in words of one syllable. When 
she had finished,the lady meekly thanked 
her and softly stole away, sadder, per- 
haps, if not wiser than before. 

The exchange of nonsense verses was 
one of our unfailing sources of amuse- 
ment. The gentle librarian from Ohio 
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is credited with the following choice bit 
of literature: 


Little steamboat on a river; 
Steamboat rang its little bell. 
Little steamboat’s boiler busted, 
Little steamboat went toot! toot! toot! 


Well, it was a happy six days, and 
though we were all sorry when we left 
Nantucket, there was perhaps this con- 
solation, that we knew her well enough 
to discover her charms and not well 
enough to see her in her less lovely 
moods. So we may say of our outing 
as the facetious farmer of his wife’s 
cooking: Pretty good what there was 
of it, and plenty enough of it, such as 
it was. 

Merely as a postscript: 

He who writes and signs his name, 
He may perhaps attain to fame. 

But he who writes and keeps it dark, 
May live to join another lark. 


List of members of Nantucket party 


Ahern, Mary Eileen, Chicago. 
Andrews, Clement W., Chicago. 
Bacon, Corinne, Albany, N. Y. 
Ballard, H. H., Pittsfield, Mass. 

Bates, Mary E., Boston. 

Bliss Robert P., Harrisburg, Pa. 
3rooks, L. May, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Browne, Nina E., Boston. 

Carr, Henry J., Scranton, Pa. 

Carr, Mrs Henry J., Scranton, Pa. 
Clarke, Mrs Geo. K., Needham, Mass. 
Clarke, Eleanor, Needham, Mass. 
Cievenger, Eliza J., Bryn Mawr, Pa. 
Cloud, Josephine, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Crafts, Lettie M., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Durbam, Josephine E., Danville, III. 
Evans, Mrs Alice G., Decatur, III. 
Faxon, Frederick W., Boston. 
Forster, Mrs E. J., Boston. 

Garland, Caroline H., Dover, N. H. 
Gorin, Gussie, Decatur, Ill. 

Haines, Helen E., New York. 
Hartwell, Mary A., Washington, D. C. 
Hawley, Mary E., Chicago, Ill. 
Henderson, Mrs Kate A., Joliet, Ill. 
Herrman, Jennie, Columbus. 

Hobart, Frances, Cambridge, Vt. 
Hume, Jessie F., Long Island City, N. Y. 
Hyde, Sophie, Chicago, III. 

Jones, Mary E., Elizabeth, Pa. 

Jones, Olive, Columbus, Ohio. 

Hyde, S. J., Elizabeth, Pa. 

Leipziger, Dr H. M., New York. 
McCaine, Mrs H. J., St. Paul, Minn. 
Maxey, Louise, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Montgomery, Jessie, Decatur, II. 
Montgomery, Nellie, Decatur, III. 

Oberholtzer, Mrs Rosa A., Sioux City, Iowa. 

Osborn, Lyman P., Peabody, Mass. 
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Osborn, Mrs Lyman P., Peabody, Mass. 
Rice, Mrs David H., Brookline, Mass. 
Seeley, Blanche M., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Sibley, Mrs M. J., Syracuse, N. Y. 
Smith, Maud, St. Paul, Minn. 

Stevens, Mary E., Dover, N. H. 
Stevenson, Luella M., Braddock, Pa. 
Thwaites, Reuben G., Madison, Wis. 
Wilson, H. W., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Wilson, Mrs H. W., Minneapolis, Minn. 


Impressions of the A. L. A. 


Alice S. Tyler—I was impressed with 
the representative attendance from all 
parts of the country and with the large 
number of younger librarians, who mani- 
fested keen interest and seemed eager 
to gain as much as possible from the 
meeting. The program was stimulating 
and suggestive, containing much that 
could be carried back to the local library. 


John Thomson—There was one fea- 
ture of the A. L. A. Conference at Nar- 
ragansett Pier in 1906, that appears to 
me worthy of consideration on the part 
of the Council. 

For several years past there has been 
an apparently increasing tendency to 
multiply subjects of reports, meetings 
and debates. In result many important 
meetings are sparsely attended. 

I would, therefore, suggest that the 
Council weigh carefully whether or not 
a return to six or seven seriously ar- 
ranged sessions would not produce 
better results than a program involving 
a hurried attendance on portions of 
several meetings going on at one time, 
for a few minutes each. 


A. R. Hasse—It had an atmosphere 
of its own. 


Purd B. Wright—If argument were 
needed as to the desirability of A. L. A. 
meetings away from distracting attrac- 
tions, a comparison of this year’s meet- 
ing with some others would surely fur- 
nish it. The success of the 1906 confer- 
ence was due as much to the social fea- 
tures as tothe splendid program. In this 
connection, permit the suggestion that 
meetings would be more largely at- 
tended if railroad rates could be se- 
cured with more liberal extension of 
time on return tickets. 


T. L. Montgomery—There is always 
a feeling in my mind that the members 
of the association are to be commis- 
erated on account of their success 
The meetings are so large as to take 
away the feeling of personal friendship 
among the members and makes it almost 
impossible to see those whom you have 
fraternized with in the past. The State 
librarians’ meeting was delightful in 
every respect. The papers were good 
and the discussions to the point. 


Linda A. Eastman—An admirably 
planned program, live and unhackneyed 
subjects, interesting discussions, a large 
and enthusiastic attendance, and an at- 
tractive place of meeting—this seems to 
summarize in the briefest possible terms 
the Narragansett conference. The ar- 
rangement and completeness of the off- 
cial program marked an advance which 
added not a little to the general success 
of the meeting. The outlines of the 
papers as printed in the program were 
a distinct aid and encouragement to 
helpful discussion, and it is to be hoped 
that this feature may be continued 
and required of all those furnishing 
papers. The addition of a few cross 
references from the general to the sec- 
tion meetings would make this program 
quite a model. 


C. W. Smith—As at other of our con- 
ferences the thought was forced upon 
me of the vast loss of dynamic of which 
we are the victims by reason of our 
askanceness toward our fellows. Is there 
no balm in Gilead for our professional 
aloofness, or what amounts to much the 
same, our tendency to cliques? 


Horace G. Wadlin—The late confer- 
ence seemed to me notable not only for 
the large attendance and general en- 
thusiasm, but for the unusual promi- 
nence given to the practical as against 
the theoretical in papers and official 
reports, and especially for the emphasis 
placed upon the public library as essen- 
tially an educational institution and an 
important factorin social development— 
points which cannot be too strongly en- 
forced. 

















Impressions of the A. L. A. 


C. H. Gould—Two points in the re- 
cent conference appealed to me very 
strongly. First, its admirable manage- 
ment, both by the executive officers and 
by the local committees. Second, fresh 
evidence of the wisdom of holding these 
meetings at places like Narragansett 
Pier, where intercourse is easy and dis- 
tractions are few. 

N. D. C. Hodges— President Eliot 
has somewhere stated that the princi- 
ples of education were all formulated 
two hundred yearsago. Much thesame 
statement, it seems to me, might be 
made with reference to all sociological 
sciences. With the physical sciences it 
is possible for the workers to report ad- 
vances at their annual meetings. The 
sociologists, and librarians are of that 
class,can only come together, stir around 
and around the same old pottage of 
facts and fancies, stand shoulder to 
shoulder that their numbers may be 
counted and their influences reckoned 
accordingly by those who may be on- 
lookers, and then disperse to their sev- 
eral desks and their round of duties. 


Lawrence J. Burpee—The strongest 
impression I brought away with me from 
the Narragansett meeting was that the 
A. L. A. is not a national but a conti- 
nental organization; that Canadians are 
as much at home in the A. L. A. as 
Americans; that the association has it 
in its power to spread the leaven of in- 
ternational good fellowship; and that 
one of the most effective ways of doing 
this, and at the same time enlarging its 
own particular sphere of usefulness, is 
by an early meeting in Canada. 

James H. Canfield—-Unfortunately I 
was called back from the conference by 
imperative business on the second day 
of the session, and therefore am not 
competent to speak of the conference 
as awhole. What I saw of the gather- 
ing impressed me favorably, quite as 
favorably as any conference that I have 
ever been privileged to attend. From 
extended observation, however, in some- 
what similar organizations, I am led to 
express the hope that personal relations, 
personal ambitions, and personalities in 
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general may remain at a minimum at 
the conferences. The moment these 
begin to affect the administration of the 
conference or any of its departments 
the result is always disappointing and 
deteriorating. 


John P. Kennedy—lIt is to be, re- 
gretted that so little attention is paid by 
the American library association to mat- 
ters that are of vital interest to affilia- 
ting bodies. Librarians are generally 
opposed to programs that set aside val- 
ued time for innovations, and it is not 
an uncommon thing to hear expressions 
of discontent in library circles concern- 
ing this feature of our annual meetings. 
The American library association should 
bear in mind that time and money is 
expended by every one attending a 
session, and it is the duty of the council 
to be honestly interested in seeing that 
the programcontains interesting features 
for librarians in all fields of library de- 
velopment. In addition to this they 
should also attend meetings of auxil- 
iary bodies, and report the progress in 
each instance to the association in gen- 
eral session. An ally, if at all worthy, 
is entitled to every consideration and 
should be assisted in every way possi- 
ble in order to merit distinction and 
display usefulness. It is to be hoped 
that some reform along this line can be 
affected. 


Mrs Alice G. Evans—I was greatly 
pleased with the A. L. A. meeting at 
Narragansett Pier, and would say that 
the afternoon meeting on the Fourth of 
July was the red letter day, in bringing 
together such noted men as Governor 
Utter, President Faunce, Prof. Brander 
Matthews, and Owen Wister. who with 
their store of knowledge and humor, did 
much to enrich the carefully prepared 
program. 


Henry E. Legler—Conforming in 
character with the entire administration 
of President Hill, the Narragansett Pier 
meeting was conducted in a business- 
like, clear-cut manner that is creditable 
to those who planned the program and 
carried it into execution. Many im- 
portant topics were discussed in a way 
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to give impulse and systematic direc- 
tion to library work in its various phases. 
Not the least gratifying part of the 
meeting was that to which the allied 
organizations and sections contributed 
their quota of thought and suggestions. 


The Librarian in New York Post— 
While in general the papers are well 
worthy of the occasion, yet it must be 
said, that as with the conference itself 
so with the report, there would be a 
gain in dignity by the omission of 
certain parts of the program, which 
were evidently put in solely for the 
purpose of giving the delegates a good 
time, and which have no more essential 
relation to library work than a reprint 
of the hotel menu. 

An Assistant’s View of the A.L.A. 
Meeting 


The A. L. A. conference at Narra- 
gansett Pier was a pleasure that one 
could ill afford to have missed; the 
country was beautiful, the papers inter- 
esting and helpful and the people de- 
lightful. 

It speaks well for the sociability of 
the membership that in an association 
of goo persons, an absolute stranger can 
make friends in so short a time. No 
one need fear his first attendance of an 
A. L. A. meeting. 

Mention of the many pleasant feat- 
ures of the session is unnecessary, but a 
few changes might be made which would 
add to the enjoyment of those in at- 
tendance. 

It would be well to allow more time 
for discussions. To provide for that 
time and to secure better results from 
the discussions, the papers could be pre- 
pared long enough before the date of 
the meeting to be published by the A. 
L. A. board and to be placed in the 
hands of the A. L A. members at least 
two weeks before the convention. 
Ample time could thus be given to the 
consideration of the papers. 

When the program 1s presented the 
author could open the discussion by 
giving a resume of his main points and 
so save the time that would otherwise 


be spent in the reading of the paper. 
The discussions ought to be more in- 
teresting and more to the point, because 
the audience would be better prepared 
by having had two weeks to consider 
the suggestions and plans. ~ 

Some of the time gained might be 
devoted to literature. While detail and 
routine are the greater part of our work 
and must always play an important part 
in our conferences, a good literary treat 
would be uplifting to the workers, many 
of whom come from small towns where 
they have few such advantages. We 
who minister to others’ tastes, ourselves 
need some inspiration in literary judg- 
ment. 

The perusal of the papers beforehand 
would also be of service in determining 
which session to attend to find the most 
help in one’s own work. Those not 
especially interested would be apt to 
stay away and those who cared to hear 
would be enabled to listen without in- 
terruption from those leaving the room. 
While reunions and social meetings are 
of great worth, they should be held in 
some other place than the convention 
hall, in rooms provided for that pur- 
pose, so that speakers and audience 
would not be annoyed. 

A hurried count of the library assist- 
ants registered in the A. L. A. advance 
register.shows less than 200 assistants 
in comparison with 808 librarians. The 
proportion is too small. An organized 
effort should be made by head librarians 
to interest and encourage their assist- 
ants not only to become members of 
the A. L. A., but to be regular attend- 
ants at the meetings. The assistants of 
today will probably be the librarians 
of tomorrow. 

JENNIE HERRMAN, 
Library assistant 
Ohio State library. 

We are at school here, and it is a pity 
if we do not learn our lessons. Itisa 
pity if we grow no gentler, no kindlier, 
no more thoughtful, no more unselfish, 
no sweeter in spirit, no- less worldly, if 
the peace of our heart is not deepened 
as the years pass over us. 











Meeting Places for A. L. A. 


Meeting places for A.L. A. 


The question of meeting place for the 
A. L. A. for 1908 is already receiving 
considerable attention. The librarians 
of Canada are unanimous in an effort 
to have the association meet in Ottawa. 
The librarian of the public library of 
that city, Mr Burpee, is modest in his 
claims, but is energetic and indefatiga- 
ble in following up any plan which he 
wishes to carry through, and he is very 
much in earnest in wishing to entertain 
the A. L. A. at Ottawa in 1g08. 

Librarians of the Northwest, and par- 
ticularly of Minnesota, are enthusiastic- 
ally ‘presenting the claims of the Twin 
Cities for an opportunity to entertain 
the librarians. The charms of the beau- 
tiful summer resort at Lake Minnetonka 
are being presented in an almost un- 
answerable way and a strong effort will 
be made to induce the committee to 
decide on this region for the meeting 
of 1908. 

The librarians of the Southwest, with 
the characteristic energy and prompt- 
ness of that region, are pointing out the 
good that can be done in library matters 
in that region bya meeting of the A. L.A. 
in their vicinity. Oklahoma and Indian 
Territory have both put themselves on 
record as being willing to offer the 
hospitalities of hosts on such an occa- 
sion. 

There is also a strong desire for an- 
othér international conference of libra- 
rians among those who are anxious to 
investigate and measure the progress 
made by various countries in the 12 
years since the last international con- 
ference. An enthusiast in speaking of 
of it said: The whole library field of the 
world has put on almost an entirely new 
face since the last meeting and it is time 
we came together again to ask ourselves 
Why? and Is it worth while? 

Much discussion of many of these 
problems would perhaps be premature, 
but they are all worth attention, and 
certainly on the part of those in the 
association who have been saying, if 
not really feeling, that much of the 
arrangements for the meetings of the 
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A. L. A. are managed by a few people 
according to the ideas of a still less 
number. Such a condition, if it has 
any foundation, is a mark of weakness. 
Every member counts, and there is an 
opportunity to have his wishes recorded 
and passed upon if he so desires. But 
when matters of this kind are treated 
with indifference by the majority and 
settled by a minority, the majority has 
only itself to blame. 


American Association of Law 
Libraries 


Pursuant to a call in which 24 law li- 
braries joined, there was formed at the 
conference of the American Library as- 
sociation at Narragansett Pier, in June, 
1906, the American association of law 
libraries. 

The purpose of this new organization 
is to develop and increase the useful- 
ness and efficiency of the law libraries 
of the United States and Canada. 

Those interested, to all of whom the 
membership is open, are invited to as- 
sist in the work by sending their names 
and addresses to the secretary-treas- 
urer. It is proposed to hold meetings 
each year at the same time and place as 
the conferences of the American library 
association. Printed circulars outlining 
the program for the coming year will be 
issued shortly and forwarded to any ad- 
dress, upon application. 

President, A. J. Small, Iowa state law 
library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Vice-president, Andrew H. Mettee, 
Library company of the Baltimore bar. 

Secretary-treasurer, Franklin O. Poole, 
Association of the bar, 42 West 44th St., 
New York City. 

Executive committee: president, ex- 
officio; vice-president, ex-officio; secre- 
tary-treasurer, ex-officio; Frank B. Gil- 
bert, G. E. Wire, Frederick W. Schenk. 


A small boy employed as office boy 
for a month in a law office, decided to 
seek another position. When asked by 
his employer whether he liked the law 
he replied: Naw, I’m sorry I learned it. 
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Library Copyright League 


Ata meeting at Narragansett Pier, . 
for permanent organization, the follow- ‘ 


ing officers were elected: 

President, Bernard C. Steiner, Balti- 
more. 

Vice-presidents, Frederick H. Hild, 
Chicago; Frederick M. Crunden, St 
Louis; W. H. Brett, Cleveland; E. H. 
Anderson, New York state, Albany; 
George S. Godard, Connecticut state, 
Hartford; George W. Harris, Cornell 
university; Gratia S. Countryman. Min- 
neapolis; Mary E. Ahern, Pustic Li- 
BRARIES; Purd B. Wright, St Joseph; 
George W. Peckham, Milwaukee; 
Charles F. Lummis, Los Angeles; C. 
W. Smith, Seattle; H. L. Koopman, 
Brown university; George F. Bowerman, 
Washington; J. C. Dana, Newark; S. H. 
Ranck, Grand Rapids; W. T. James, 
Wesleyan university; H. C. Wellman, 
Springfield. 

Secretary-treasurer, W. P. Cutter, 
Northampton. 

Executive committee, Messrs. Stei- 
ner, Anderson, Wellman, Hild, Cutter. 

The following constitution was 
adopted: 

1 This association shall be called the 
Library copyright league. 

2 Its purpose shall be to prevent 
copyright legislation abridging the ex- 
isting rights of libraries to import 
authorized editions of books. 

3 The officers shall be a president, 
vice-presidents and a secretary treas- 
urer, who shall choose an executive com- 
mittee of five from their number. 

4 This executive committee shall act 
for the league, except when the league 
itself takes direct action. 

5 No debt or obligation shall be con- 
tracted by the executive committee 
without a vote of the league. 

Protest 

Previous to the organization of the 
league a protest was circulated during 
the meeting of the American library as- 
sociation, with the following wording: 

We, the undersigned, members of the Amer- 
ican library association, protest against any al- 
teration in the existing law that will impose re- 
strictions on the importation of any books for 
libraries, except pirated editions. 





Libraries 


This protest was signed by the libra- 
tians of nearly every large public library 
in the country, including those of At- 
lanta, Baltimore, Chicago, Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Denver, Detroit, Louisville, 
Milwaukee, Minneapolis, New Haven, 
Pittsburg, St Louis and Washington. It 
bore the signatures of the state librari- 
ans of Maine, Vermont, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio, Indiana 
and Illinois; and also the names of the 
librarians of Bowdoin, Amherst, Sim- 
mons, Brown, Yale, Wesleyan, Trinity, 
Columbia, Cornell, Teachers college, 
Colgate, Pratt institute, Drexel insti- 
tute, Jacob Tome institute and Vander- 
bilt; and of the state universities of 
Maine, Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Colo- 
rado, Nebraska, North Carolina and 
Wisconsin. In addition there were the 
signatures of many other librarians. 

The executive committee of the 
league will soon issue a circular to all 
librarians. In the meantime it wel- 
comes signatures from those who have 
had no opportunity of signing the pro- 
test. These may be sent to the secre- 
tary, at Forbes library, Northampton, 
Mass. 


Stealing Books from Public Libraries 


In a recent article of some length in 
the Providence 77zbune on the subject of 
stealing books from libraries the follow- 
ing point is made: 

Surprising as the statement may seem, it ap- 
a that the most flagrant offenders are mem- 

ers of such professions as civil and mechanical 
engineers, designers of jewelry and textile fab- 
rics, engravers and patternmakers, all usually 
considered to possess a high order of intelligence 
and moral rectitude. 

This opinion would appear to be true, not be- 
cause members of these professions have been 
actually detected in their work of destruction, 
but because the books which suffer most are 
those of refere nce and of text dealing specifically 
with engineering, designing and kindred sub- 
jects in the applied sciences, and of greatest in- 
terest to men trained in these professions. 

Bound books of art pictures, colored prints and 
rare latina, ictus ot animals and flowers, illus- 
trated designs of.steam and electrical engines, 
and of boats, samples from the pattern sheets of 
textile periodicals, have been abstracted with 
such frequency as to necessitate the most strin- 
gent rules regulating the loaning of such works. 

















Book Buying 


Book Buying 
Bulletin No. 28 of A. L. A. committee 


This committee on June 25 sent out 109 copies 
of Bulletin No. 26. Up to date 94 of the en- 
closed postal cards have been received. On 43 
of these the list of books out of print was not 
checked, 8 libraries reporting that they contain 
no fiction, 7 saying that they did not need any 
of the titles listed, and 26 giving no reason. 

On 21 of the copies the second list of poorly 
made books was not checked at all, in 8 cases 
because the library contained no fiction; in 5 
because the books were reported satisfactory or 
not worse than the average; in one case because 
they were all in circulation and could not be 
examined; and in 6 for no reason stated. One, 
Mr Clark, of San Francisco, reported that all the 
books on the list had been burned. 

Of the out-of-print books several libraries re- 

orted that they are ready to order at once the 

ollowing numbers if reprinted: 


Barrett. Admirable Lady Biddy Fane. 

REIMER Aint toe cake coe ooo sunrise os asco t's 42 
Briscoe. Jimty,andothers. Harper...... 48 
Bunner. Jersey Street and Jersey Lane. 

MEIER Gs: Wadia sins aware tales ceo. 71 

Zadvc Pine. ‘Scnpner’.... 5.22 ..<s% « 82 
Dostoyeffsky. Crime and punishment. Lane 68 
Earle. Man who worked for Collister. Small 23 
Erckmann & Chatrian. Story of a peasant, 

RV.) Ware, LOCK. ..ccchsesance seus 27 
Farjeon. Blade o’ grass. Hutchinson.... 44 

Joshua Marvel. Harper.............. 26 
Janvier. Stories of old, new Spain. Apple- 

RUB sts chia 5 ey aiecescinie a nek Sarat ca ele aibiansiseeasns 49 
Johnston. Dukesborough tales. Appleton 25 
King. Balcony stories. Century......... 43 
La Bréte. My uncle and my curé. Dodd 35 
Lawrence. G. A. Guy Livingston. Harper 22 
Maupassant. Pierre and Jean. Heinemann 23 
Sheehan. Under the cedars and the stars. 

PRONE Sa in oe Somat csc tamed ie 46 
Snaith. Mistress Dorothy Marvin. Apple- 

RIEU Yh '0-m o sins diots simi ntniate 4 sites W's a yas cio ese 22 


Tchernuishevsky. Vital question. Crowell 19 
Valdes. Sister SaintSulpice. Crowell.... 
Verga. Cavalleria Rusticana. 

These orders will be reported to the publish- 
ers, and are significant evenif they are not large 
enough to warrant reprinting. ‘Any additions to 
them should be sent to us at once. 

The second list gives the number of libraries 
reporting that the books have been found by 
experience to be more poorly made than the 
average. 


ell.: Caroline Lee: Page. <i cccs cin 2s 8 
Burnett. Dawnofa tomorrow. Scribner.. 18 
Crawford. Fair Margaret. Macmillan.... 34 
Dillon. Inold Bellaire. Century......... 17 
Dixon. Clansman. Doubleday.......... 20 
Donnell. Rebecca Mary. Harper........ 23 
Preteen. Pam: ~ DOGG ss vss. c 0's 0s 54's 2,04 2% 8 


McCutcheon. 
McCutcheon. 
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Macgrath. Heartsandmasks. Bobbs.... 20 
Martin Emmy Lou. McClure........... 42 
Oppenheim. Maker of history. Little.... 14 
Rice: oamty. GEMtNy. <i .cccn css fas 29 
Richardson. Long day. Century......... II 
Ryan. For the soul of Rafael. McClurg.. 11 
Saint Maur. Self-supporting-home. Mac- 


A ae ee Pee eee PEE 9 
Severy. Mystery of June 13th. Dodd...., 9 
Tarkington. Conquest of Canaan. Harper 39 
Ward. Fenwick’s career. Harper........ 19 

These votes will also be reported to the pub- 
lishers, although the numbers are remarkable 
for their smallness as compared with the total 
number of votes cast. It should be born in 
mind, however, that some libraries have not 
purchased certain of these books and so have 
no report to make as to their varying qualities. 

Address inquiries and suggestions to any of 
the committee. Arthur E. Bostwick, chairman, 
N, ¥. P.-L. 209 W. 23. 


A Poem on Pins and Phonetics 


EpitTor Pusic LipRarRIEs: 

The following jingle, accompanying 
a dainty pincushion, was sent several 
years ago to a southern librarian who 
had just left the New York state library 
school and was starting north to catalog 
and reorganize a small library. 

It comes in so appropriately, now that 
there is a reawakening of “fonetic spell- 
ing,” that I send it to you to publish. 

JENNIE OWEN COCHRAN, 

Portland branch library, Louisville. 


I send you a cushion of pins, dear, 
And hope that here you will find 

Every kind that you need, dear, 
Without any worry of mind. 


For you are going away, dear, 
(And I really will not tell,) 

But I am sorely afraid, dear, 
You will forget how to spell. 


For you have been in the east, dear, 
With a wonderful man named //u2, 
And learned such curious things, dear, 

Such things a I never £au-z. 


In making your new caf¢a/og, dear, 
On a shelf of dtografy 

You may find placed by mistake, dear, 
A book on fotografy. 


And then, again just next, dear, 
You may find on looking ¢hru 

A new geografica/ work, dear, 
A book that you never £nu. 


In the midst of all these things, dear, 
Up north, in the cold winter winds, 

I hope you'll be glad to feel, dear, 
You know where to find your pins. 
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Interesting Things in Print 


A new publication has been begun by 
the H. W. Wilson Co., of Minneapolis, 
under the title of Library work. It 
proposes to present a bibliography and 
digest of current library literature. The 
plan of the work as outlined in the first 
two numbers received, promises to give 
valuable assistance to those who wish 
to obtain the current opinion on im- 
portant library topics in various publi- 
cations. The outline of the plan is 
given as follows: 

This bibliography will include im- 
portant articles in library periodicals 
printed in English; also articles of in- 
terest to librarians in other periodicals 
and in library bulletins. Books and 
pamphlets on library science will be 
noted. Entries will be made under sub- 
jects only, not under authors, and when 
desirable excerpts or a summary will be 
given. An effort will be made to make 
the bibliography as complete as possi- 
ble within the limits specified above. 
Eventually all material will be cumu- 
lated in one alphabet. 

This cumulation will, it is hoped, be 
free from personal bias. 


The much talked of and longexpected 
report on Instruction in library adminis- 
tration in normal schools was issued in 
May, 1906. The report was prepared 
by Elizabeth G. Baldwin, librarian of 
the teachers’ college in New York city, 
under the direction of a joint commit- 
tee of the A. L. A.and N. E. A., con- 
sisting of J. H. Canfield, chairman, 
Melvil Dewey, M. E. Ahern, E. C. 
Doren, and Martin Hensel. The re- 
port covers every phase of library ac- 
tivity, giving useful information on not 
only technical subjects, but on sources 
of information, lists of library aids and 
material, together with a summary of 
the state laws relating toschool libraries. 
The report may be had through the 
secretary of the N. E. A., Mr Irwin 
Shepard, Winona, Minn., for 10 cents. 


A catalog of books for boys and girls 
in the Lending library has been issued 
by the public library of Nottingham, 


England. 3000 titles are included with 
class marks and call numbers. 


George F. Boyd, chairman of the li- 
brary committee of the Mississippi state 
teachers’ association is sending out con- 


- siderable printed matter in a campaign 


looking to better reading facilities for 
the public schools of that state. The 
last legislature passed a law providing 
a library commission for each county, 
and it is the effort of this committee to 
take advantage of this law to the better- 
ment of library conditions throughout 
the state. 


The Yearbook of the Kansas state 
normal school for 1906 contains a list 
of the history collection with the D. C. 
numbers. An outline of the course in 
library training shows a plan for effect- 
ive work. The illustrations of the li- 
brary and its equipment present almost 
ideal conditions. 


The Chicago public library has issued 
lists of books in foreign languages added 
during the year. 


A note from J. C. Dana, of the New- 
ark public library, announces that his 
library has issued a revision of the List 
of a thousand best novels. He states 
that the type of this list will be kept for 
about six weeks, and that libraries de- 
siring them can have copies of the same 
with their own covers, but without other 
changes, at $33.50 a thousand. 


Subscribers to the series have received 
the first two volumes of the Literature 
of libraries, published by A. C. McClurg 
& Co. The little volumes are in an un- * 
usual and attractive form, beautifully 
printed at the Merrymount press, and 
incite the greatest interest and admira- 
tion both by their contents and as 
specimens of good book making. Vol- 
ume I contains a translation of the 
essay by Jean Baptiste Cotton des 
Houssayes, (1727-1783) Concerning the 
duties and qualifications of a librarian. 
Volume 2 is devoted to The reformed 
library keeper, by John Drury, (1596- 
1680). The editors of the series are 
John Cotton Dana and Henry W. Kent, 
names that guarantee not only accuracy 




















Interesting Things in Print 


in preparation but excellence in artistic 
merit and mechanical skill in book 
making. While the price at which the 
volumes are issued may deter some li- 
brarians from possessing them, the vol- 
umes form a very desirable and delight- 
ful addition to a professional collection. 


The July number of Mews notes of Cal- 
tfornia libraries is largely devoted to 
views exterior and interior and floor 
plans of public libraries of the state. 
News of the state association and of the 
California library association also form 
important items. 


The Carnegie library of Pittsburgh has 
issued an index to proceedings of the 
Engineers’ society of western Pennsyl- 
vania. Volumes I to 20, compiled by 
Harrison W. Craver. Price $1. 


The Library world, one of the most 
highly esteemed periodicals received at 
this office, has appeared in a new dress. 
A new series has also begun and an 
added emphasis has been given to the 
matter of book selecting for libraries, a 
part of the title of the magazine being 
Book selector. The object is to aid in 
book selection by brief descriptive notes 
on the contents, form and scope of new 
publications. These latter are mostly 
English. The notes seem very care- 
fully prepared and discriminating, and 
will doubtless prove a valuable aid to 
those who are dependent on such notes 
for their choice of English books. Eng- 
lish librarians are to be congratulated 
on having such efficient service at hand 
and at a reasonable cost. 


The Library of congress has just is- 
sued its classification of series Q, which 
is science and its various subdivisions. 
It has also issued a preliminary list of 
subject subdivisions under names of 
countries and states and of subject head- 
ings with country subdivisions. Only 
subdivisions most frequently used are 
included. 


No. 1 of Vol. 2 of the publications of 
the Clark university library contains a 
list of books and pictures in the Clark 
memorial collection. This is a collec- 
tion of about 5000v. and 74 of the best 
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pictures selected from the library of J. 
G. Clark, founder of Clark university. 


The public library of Victoria at Mel- 
bourne, Australia, issued a handbook on 
the occasion of the jubilee and fiftieth 
anniversary of the opening of the library. 
It has achronological record of the men 
connected with the library during the 
first half century, together with some 
biographical notes on those who have 
served it. The library contained s5ooov. 
when it was opened in 1856, in a build- 
ing about 50 feet square. It now con- 
tains 220,000v. and the buildings con- 
nected with the institution cover about 
two acres of ground. 


The Carnegie library of Duquesne, 
Penn., has issued a-list of books on busi- 
ness‘and trades. 


‘The New York public library has 
issued a classified list of books for the 
blind in its circulation department and 
also a list of the music for the blind 
with works on study, history and theory. 


Edward S. Holden, librarian of the 
U.S. M. A, under the direction of the 
superintendent, has prepared a plan for 
the classification of military books on 
the Decimal system, which has reached 
its second edition. A handbook of the 
library has also been prepared. 


The eagerly expected booklet that 
tells of the pleasures and profits, the 
beauty and restfulness of the trip last 
year to the Portland meeting and the 
subsequent journeyings, under the title 
of The far North-West, has at last been 
issued. Those who took the trip will 
supply much that will greatly add to its 
interest. Those who suffered physical 
and mental discomfort on the return 
trip will also add pictures of various 
placesand situations not furnished when 
the transportation companies are seek- 
ing favor. So strong was the feeling of 
this kind on the part of one librarian 
that no time was lost removing the rail- 
road stamp on the back. The booklet 
itself is very well gotten up and will be 
greatly prized by the trippers. J.C. 
Dana prepared most of the text and saw 
the book through the press. 
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The California state library has issued 
a second edition of its list of books for 
the blind. It is prefaced with a circular 
giving an account of the department of 
the blind division of the library, types, 
manner of getting the books, care of 
them, etc. 


A handbook .on printing, prepared 
for the Library school students, is the 
cover title of a pamphlet of the Winona 
technical institute. The information 


_ given in the little booklet is very good, 


is accurate and should be of consider- 
able value to any one having to do with 
work of that kind. Not the same thing 
can be said of the booklet viewed as a 
piece of mechanical work, coming from 
a technical school. 

First there is no title-page, which cer- 
tainly has a place in a 32-page pamphlet. 
Then there are no contents or index, an 
omission which lessens its value as a 
handbook. The pages vary in length 
and width in presenting the material 
not illustrative, as on pages 17, 18, 19 
and 7,9 and 23, giving a most unusual 
aspect to them. The zinc etchings on 
the first four pages would seem to furnish 
samples of what not to have in that line. 

Finally page 1 starts out bravely with 
chapter 1 but there isn’t any chapter 2. 

The idea of this text-book is a good 
one and properly clothed would be 
worthy of wide distribution. 


Library Hints 
Use of fiction 


The annual report of Miss Sargent, 
librarian of the Public library of Med- 
ford, Mass, contains the following help- 
ful extracts: 

An attempt has been made to call 
attention to an account of an experi- 
ment in popularizing the study of fiction 
by R. G. Moulton in his Four years of 
novel reading. The plan consists in 
the reading by all the members of a 
Classical novel reading union of the 
same novel at the same period, while 
the announcement of the novel to be 
read is accompanied with suggestions 
coming from some “literary authority” 
of some one or two points to be noted 
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in the book; then follow meetings for 
discussing the novel. here have been 
put on a blackboard in the delivery 
room from time to time the lists of the 
different novels styled classic. giving 
with the list the suggestions designed 
to call out the points and lessons to be 
found in the different books; the ex- 
periment has not been tried here long 
enough to speak confidently of results, 
but if well followed we think it must 
result in good, for certainly ‘taste in 
fiction needs training” and it “can be 
cultivated only by reading and re-read- 
ing the: works of the great masters, 
with docile attention always and some- 
times with distinct effort and study.” 

In this same line George Brandes in a 
recent article, On reading, asks, Why 
should we read? What should we read? 
How should we read? He asserts that 
‘nowadays there are few people who can 
read at all, who enjoy reading and gain 
some advantage from this reading.” To 
his question Why should we read? his 
summary is “to increase our knowledge, 
divest ourselves of prejudices and in an 
even greater degree become personali- 
ties. What should we read? The books 
that attract and hold us fast, because they 
are exactly suited for us. How ought 
we toread? First with affection; next 
with criticism, and lastly with the aim 
of fully understanding and making our 
own the moral lesson to be found in 
every event narrated. A whole world 
can thus open out to us in a single 
book.” 

Club work 

In marked contrast to the spirit ex- 
hibited in a few libraries is the follow- 
ing notice sent out by a number of 
libraries last month to the literary and 
study clubs in their vicinity: 

I take pleasure in reminding you this 
season of our willingness to be of assist- 
ance to you in your club program. We 
have prepared reference lists of the 
material we have in our library on the 
subjects you are to study during the 
year, and trust that you will make use 
of them. We are always glad to wel- 
come any member of your club in the 
library. 
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Ohio Library Association 
Meeting for 1906 


The twelfth annual meeting of the 
Ohio library association will be held at 
Portsmouth October 23-6. It is hoped 
and expected that there will be a large 
attendance not only of the librarians of 
Ohio but also of the adjoining states of 
West Virginia and Kentucky. 

The main general topic of papers and 
discussion is The value of a free library 
to the public: What it should afford to 
the people of the city, of the small town 
and of the rural districts. What may be 
done in Ohio? 

The discussion will be along the lines 
of Work for children, Work with schools 
and The after-school student. County 
libraries and state aid in the organizing 
of libraries will also be considered. 


Illinois Library School Meeting 


The eighth annual meeting of the 
Illinois library school association was 
held on July 2, at Narragansett Pier, 
during the A. L. A. conference. An 
unusually large number of former stu- 
dents were in attendance at the confer- 
ence and much interest in the matters 
which came up for discussion was mani- 
fested. Ellen G. Smith, the president, 
was in the chair, and between 25 and 30 
members were present at the meeting. 

The plan of centralizing the adminis- 
tration of the association, in order to 
facilitate its business, came up for dis- 
cussion and the association finally voted 
to give the plan a trial, electing a-scorps 
of officers, with one exception, from 
Iowa. The officers for 1906-7 are as 
follows: President, Harriet E. Howe; 
first vice-president, Joanna Hagey; sec- 
ond vice-president, Fanny Duren; sec- 
retary-treasurer, Margaret Budington 
Plum; additional members of the 
executive committee, Alice C. Mann, 
Marjorie Graves, Miriam E. Carey. 

There seems to be a general desire on 
the part of former Illinois students for 
some medium of communication be- 
tween the students and the school in 
the way of an alumni news letter, and 
it is possible that such a letter may be 
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started during the year, or that the Uni- 
versity of Illinois alumni quarterly 
about to be published may be utilized 

The incoming executive committee 
was instructed to appoint an advisory 
board to codperate with the library 
school faculty. ‘ 

The question of an alumni day some- 
time late in October of this year, in 
connection with the alumni lecture 
course which it is hoped Miss Tyler, of 
the Iowa commission, will give, was dis- 
cussed informally, many old students 
expressing an intention of coming back 
for a visit at that time. 

The meeting was followed by the an- 
nual reunion and dinner at the Mathew- 
son hotel, at which 32 were present, 
Miss Sharp and Miss Mudge being in- 
cluded as guests of the association. 
Margaret Mann acted as toastmaster, 
and several members responded to 
toasts, Miss Sharp closing with an ac- 
count of the progress and present con- 
dition of the school. The “orange and 
blue” of Illinois appeared in the table 
decorations and the spirit of Illinois in 
the yells and Varsity songs which in- 
terested those who were not “to the 
manner born.” Altogether it proved to 
be one of the most successful Illinois 
meetings yet held. 

FRANCES Simpson, Sec. pro tem. . 


New York Library Association 


The annual meeting of the New York 
Library association will take place this 
year at the usual time at Twilight Park 
in the Catskills. Accommodation can 
be had for from 200 to 250 persons, in 
two inns and numerous cottages. The 
region is noted for its beautiful scenery, 
and its accessibility to all parts of the 
state is a great point in its favor, so that 
a large attendance of librarians is hoped 
for in spite of the late announcement of 
the place of meeting. Rates for board 
and rooms will be from $9.50 to $10.50 
per week, and railroad rates will be an- 
nounced ina circular soon to be printed 
and distributed by the association. 

Mary W. PLumMMER, President. 
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Library Schools 
University of Illinois 


The Illinois library school association 
held its annual business meeting and 
reunion during the recent conference of 
the A. L.A. An account of the meet- 
ing will be found elsewhere in PuBLic 
LIBRARIES. 

Several changes have been made this 
fall in the library school faculty and the 
library staff. The vacancy caused by 
the resignation of Miss Howe from the 
position of instructor in charge of ap- 
prentice work has been filled by Miss 
Royce, who will continue to give her 
course in the use of the library to the 
students of the university. Philip S. 
Goulding, of the Library of congress, 
has been appointed to the position of 
catalog librarian, vice Agnes Cole re- 
signed. Grace O. Kelley will take charge 
of the library of the State laboratory of 
natural history, and her place in the 
catalog deparment will be filled by Ann 
D. White. Josie B. Houchens, B. L. S. 
1905, will take Miss White's place in the 
loan department, and Grace E. Derby 
will follow Miss Royce at the reference 
desk. 

Edna L. Goss, B. L. S. 1902, has been 
appointed cataloger in the Bryn Mawr 
college library. 

Harriet E. Howe, B. L. S. 1902, has 
assumed the duties of head cataloger in 
the Iowa state university library. 

Miss Howe, assisted by Miss Royce, 
of the library school faculty, conducted 
asecond successful session of the library 
course in the summer school of Wash- 
‘ngton university, Seattle 

FRANCES SIMPSON. 


Pratt institute 


The school opened September 18th 
with 26 students and one special, and 
the usual faculty except that Emily 
Turner (’98)has taken the place of Eliza- 
beth Haskell (’05) as school secretary 
and reviser. 

Other members of the class of ’06 
have taken positions as follows: Blanche 
Lowe as assistant on the Pratt institute 
library staff, Mrs Delia F. Sneed as or- 


ganizer for the Georgia library com- 
mission, and Jessie Sibley as first assist- 
ant in the circulating department of the 
Carnegie library at Pittsburg. 


Movements of graduates 


Mrs Harriet P. Sawyer, librarian of 
the New Paltz (N. Y.) Normal school, 
has been engaged by the Wisconsin 
library commission to give part of her 
time to the commission and part to the 
library school. 

Mary M. Douglass, of Pratt institute 
free library, has accepted an appoint- 
ment as first assistant in the East Lib- 
erty branch of the Carnegie library, 
Pittsburgh. 

Laura Sikes has been appointed first 
assistant in the children’s department 
of the Wylie avenue branch of the 
same library. 

Jane E. Gardner, librarian of the 
People’s library, Newport, R. I., has 
accepted an appointment as head of 
the circulating department of the Seat- 
tle (Wash.) public library. 

Mary W. PiumMer, Director. 
Southern library school 


The following students enrolled for 
the year 1906: Ethel Everhart, Lena R. 
Holderby, Hortense D. Horne, Rosalia 
Howell, Claire Moran, Maud Mclver, 
Atlanta, Ga.; Susan Lancaster, Colum- 
bia, S. C.; Mary Lambie, Allegheny, 
Pa.; Constance Kerschner, Maryland; 
Susan R. Simonton, Carrollton, Ga.; 
Nan. S. Strudwick, Hillsboro, N. C.; 
Eva Wrigley, Macon, Ga. 

Practical work began Monday, Sept. 
17th. 

Mrs Delia Florence Sneed, two-year 
course Pratt institute library school 
class ’06, has been added to the staff 
of the school. 

Chautauqua 


The sixth annual session of the Chau- 
tauqua library school opened luly 7 
and continued till August 17 under the 
directorshipof Melvil Dewey, with Mary 
E. Downey as resident director, assisted 
by Sabra W. Vought and Harriet R. 


Peck. 
Miss Ahern was with the school a 
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week delivering helpful, inspiring lec- 
tures as follows: The librarian’s duty 
to the public and the library; The li- 
brarian’s duty to herself; Salaries, hours 
vacations; Business methods; The A. 
L. A. and its outgrowth; Who’s who in 
the library world. The students en- 
joyed knowing her personally. Mrs 
Evelyn Snead Barnett, literary editor 
of the Louzsville Courier Journal, lectured 
on Literary criticism, Marilla W. Free- 
man on Reference books, and Miss 
Bingham, of the Chautauqua arts and 
crafts school, on The composition of 
bulletins from the standpoint of the 
artist. 

The‘course of study included library 
organization and administration, cata- 
loging, classification, reference work 
and bibliography. Lectures were given 
also in accessioning, shelf-listing, book- 
numbers, alphabeting, binding and 
mending. Lectures were followed by 
practice work which was carefully re- 
vised. Opportunity was frequently 
given for questions and discussions of 
problems relating to practical library 
experience. Visits were made to the 
James Prendergast library, Art Metal 
Construction Company, Buffalo public 
library, and Niagara Falls public library. 

The students worked with faithful- 
ness and enthusiasm and a delightful 
spirit of harmony and good fellowship 
prevailed among them. So earnest a 
class, having practical library experi- 
ence, was able to accomplish much even 
in so short a time. » The temptation to 
overwork was offset by a most helpful 
relaxation through Chautauqua’s un- 
surpassed attractions. 

The registration of the class was as 
follows; 

Andrews, Evelyn R., assistant, New 
York public library. 

Bushfield, Minnie Luella, assistant, 
Troy (Ohio) public library. 

Corliss. Mary I., assistant, Adriance 
memorial library, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Davidson, Anna, assistant, Carnegie 
public library, Bradford, Pa. 

Davis, Thomas Welman, librarian, 
Agricultural college library, Agricul- 
tural College, Miss. 
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Deming, Margaret, librarian Indiana 
soldiers’ orphans’ home. 

Foote, Lulu, assistant, Johnstown (N. 
Y.) public library. 

Hiatt, Mrs Ellen O., librarian, Ham- 
ilton college library, Lexington, Ky. 

Hutchings, Florence, assistant, For- 
man library, Olean, N. Y. 

McJunkin, Clara B., librarian, Butler 
(Pa.) public library. 

Shuss, Letitia, assistant, Juniata col- 
lege library, Juniata college, Pa. 

Smith, Edith, assistant, New York 
public library. 

Warn, Sattie E., assistant, Amster- 
dam (N. Y.) public library. 

Wells, Anna E., assistant, Fort Jervis 
(N. Y.) free library. 

Wiegand, Anna Eugene, 
Wichita (Kans.) public library. 

Aside from the regular students there 
were many visiting librarians and trus- 
tees who attended special lectures and 
consulted in regard to library matters. 

The school already promises favor- 
ably for next year. Inquiries concerning 
the work should be addressed to Chau- 
tauqua institution, Chautauqua, N. Y, 
or ta Mary F. Downey, Public library, 
Ottumwa, Iowa. 


librarian, 


Iowa 


The sixth annual session of the lowa 
summer school for library training was 
held at lowa City, June 18-July 28, as a 
part of the summer session of the State 
university. There were Ig students in 
attendance; of these two were from IIli- 
nois, two from Kentucky, one from Ar- 
kansas and one from Nebraska, all oth- 
ers being lowa librarians. 

The instruction in cataloging, acces- 
sion and related subjects was given by 
Maude VanBuren, head cataloger of the 
University library. Reference lectures 
were given by Malcolm G. Wyer, libra- 
rian of the university. Miss Lyman, of 
Oak Park, IIl., gave the course in library 
work with children during the last two 
weeks. 

A new course was given for teacher- 
librarians by Irene Warren of the School 
of education, Chicago, on the Care and 
use of school libraries. Students at- 
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tending other departments of the sum- 
mer session were invited to attend these 
lectures. Considerable interest was 
manifested by principals of high schools 
and teachers having charge of school 
collections of books. Miss Warren also 
gave the instruction in classification to 
the regular library students. 

In order to share with trustees and 
others some of the pleasure and advan- 
tages of the school, a special visitors’ 
day was planned for July 24, at the time 
of the annual visit of the library com- 
missioners and of Mr Wright, one of 
the staff lecturers. The program in- 
cluded addresses by Pres. MacLean of 
the university, Mr Brigham state libra- 
rian, Mrs Towner, Mrs Norris and Capt. 
Johnston, all of the library commissfon, 
and Purd B. Wright of the St Joseph, 
Mo., public library, who spoke in the 
forenoon on Advertising a library and 
in the afternoon on the Trustee and his 
problems. The program concluded with 
an address by Miss Lyman on Purpose 
of the story hour and two charming 
stories. 

A large number of trustees were pres- 
ent and took part in the discussions. 


Simmons college 


The summer library class held at Sim- 
mons college July 1o-August 18 num- 
bered 21 students. Of these one came 
from Canada, one from Wisconsin, one 
from Missouri, one from Connecticut, 
two from New York state, and the re- 
mainder from Massachusetts. All were 
women holding library positions or un- 
der appointment for pasitions. Courses 
were given in cataloging, classification, 
library economy, and reference work. 
The work was so arranged that single 
courses could be taken if desired. June 
R. Donnelly, instructor at Simmons 
college, and Grace Child, librarian of the 
Public library, Derby, Conn., were the 
assistants. Visits, followed by quizzes, 
were made to the Boston atheneum, 
the Boston public library, the Massachu- 
setts state library, and the Library Bu- 
reau. 

In addition to the regular class work 
the following lectures were given: 


Nina E. Browne, Boston, Mass., His- 
tory and work of the A. L. A. publish- 
ing section. 

John C. Dana, Public library, Newark, 
N. J., Book binding, advertising, and 
library administration. 

Miss Fuller, City library, Springfield, 
Mass., Children’s work. 

Caroline Garland, Public library 
Dover, N. H., Book selection. 

Drew B. Hall, Millicent library, Fair- 
haven, Mass., Library administration. 

C. B. Tillinghast, Mass. State library, 
Mass. library commission. 

Louis N. Wilson, Clark university, 
Worcester, Mass., Library administra- 
tion. 

Dr G. W. Wire, Worcester Co. law 
association, Library housekeeping and 
sanitation. 

Mary ESTHER Rossins, 
Director. 


Wisconsin 


The twelfth annual summer school 
conducted by the Wisconsin free library 
commission was held in Madison July 
16-August 25. 

Two courses of study were offered, 
an elementary and a supplementary 
course. For the elementary course of 
six weeks, opened to those already en- 
gaged in library work, or under definite 
appointment to positions, there was an 
attendance of 31, 18 coming from libra- 
ries in Wisconsin, three each from Iowa 
and Kentucky, two from Illinois, one 
each from Ohio, Kansas, Minnesota, 
Montana, and Washington. The per- 
sonnel of the class was remarkably good 
and the students worked with energy 
and enthusiasm. 

The course included Ig lecture’ in 
cataloging, eight in classification, seven 
lectures and eight seminaries in the 
study and use of reference books, and 
six in the care and use of public docu- 
ments. Brief courses were given in the 
selection, ordering and buying of books, 
and in accession records; while others, 
regarding the shelf and loan depart- 
ments, children’s work, and library ad- 
ministration were included. The in- 
struction was given in the form 0° 
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lectures, followed by practice work, 
which was carefully revised. 

The instruction was in charge of the 
regular faculty of the school, of which 
Miss Hazeltine is preceptor, Julia E. 
Elliott, head instructor, and Zana K. 
Miller, instructor. The faculty was as- 
sisted by Julia A. Hopkins, of the Madi- 
son public library, who gave the lectures 
in classification, Miss Ellis, also of the 
Madison public library, who gave the 
lectures on children’s work, Miss Oak- 
ley, of the Historical library. who lec- 
tured on book selection, Miss Imhoff, 
of the commission, who had charge of 
the public document work. Special lec- 
tures ‘were also given by Dr Thwaites, 
Miss Tyler, secretary of the lowa com- 
mission, Miss Mac Donald, Miss Stearns, 
and Dr McCarthy, of the commission. 
Mr Legler, secretary of the commission 
and director of the school, gave the 
lectures on administration and the his- 
tory of books. Miss Miller had the 
revision in charge, and was assisted by 
Mary F. Carpenter. 

The supplementary course of 1906 
offered two series of lectures, on Bind- 
ing and the Elements of prose fiction. 

The course on binding, given by John 
Cotton Dana, of Newark library, was 
most helpful and stimulating. and was 
given during the first week in August. 
There was an average attendance of 60 
at the lectures. The mechanism of a 
book, the essentials of book making, the 
process of binding and repairing, were 
treated in logical sequence, Mr Dana 
also discussing at each lecture some im- 
portant phase of library work; picture 
collections, art in the library, bulletins, 
publicity. simplifying records, were 
among the topics dwelt upon. 

Following the lectures the supple- 
mentary class of 18 students did actual 
book-binding under Mr Dana's direc- 
tion. A binding kit containing the simple 
binding tools always useful in a library, 
and various binding materials were pro- 
vided for each student at a nominal cost, 
and every member of the class bound 
several books. The binderies of Madi- 
son were visited during the week. 

The binding exhibition, prepared by 
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the Newark public library, was dis- 
played during the week with a fine loan 
collection on binding, and added greatly 
to the interest of the work. 

The course on Elements of prose fic- 
tion was conducted by Prof. Henry 
Burrowes Lathrop, of the English de- 
partment of the University of Wiscon- 
sin. The lectures dealt with the reasons 
for the predominance of the novel at 
the present day. The novel was de- 
fined with relation to other types of 
imaginative literature, and was shown 
to be but the manifestation in the field 
of literature, of forces working in mod- 
ern times in religion, philosophy, poli- 
tics. and industrial life. 

The members of the class read three, 
in some cases four, works of modern 
prose fiction, and wrote reports upon 
them. The design of the exercises was 
not so much to criticise the author, as 
to realize his object and to understand 
his method. Suggestions for further 
reading were given. The course was so 
planned that those who desired could 
devote some time to technical work, 
and all of the class took advantage of 
the opportunity offered. The course 
was very successful in itself, and inspired 
the students to a more careful and judi- 
cious reading of books. 

During the session, the social side of 
life was not neglected. Several in- 
formal gatherings were planned by the 
faculty to bring the students together 
to promote good fellowship and better 
acquaintance. 


Yale university 


The following subjects were presented 
by Prof. Andrew Keogh at the Yale 
summer school: 

1 The public library —The offices of 
the public library, with special reference 
to its relations with schools, Sunday- 
schools, study clubs and other educa- 
tional activities. 

2 The child and the book—Methods 
of awakening the child’s interest in lit- 
erature and of guiding his reading. 

3 Training in the use of reference 
books — Methods for the primary school, 
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the high school, the normal school and 
the university. 

4 Note taking—The problem as it af- 
fects the advanced student. Methods 
of taking and filing lecture notes, ex- 
tracts and bibliographical references. 

5 Book reviewing—The value and 
use of literary critical journals. 

The lectures were largely attended by 
students in all departments and by li- 
brarians in the vicinity of New Haven. 
Among the latter were Miss Hewins of 
Hartford, Miss Ahern of Chicago and 
several trustees from adjoining towns 
who came tor the subjects in which they 
were especially interested. The lec- 
tures were given in the evenings and 
had an average attendance of 63. 


The following curious entries were 
printed on a slip pasted in a book re- 
cently acquired by the Chicago public 
library: 

No. 62. 1 Volume. Cost $1. 

This book belongs to the Franklin library, in 
Camillus, and is liable to the following fines: 

Cts. 
To be returned to the library on the first Tues- 
day in November, February, May and Au- 
gust, at 3 o'clock p. m. under the penalty 

(sic) of 19 
And for every week thereafter, untilreturned 6 
For not covering on being drawn, and re- 

turned to the library covered, 6 
For lending, or exchanging with any person, 25 
Turning over a leaf with a wet finger, 

Turning down a leaf, é 
Every drop of tallow, 6 

f any person shall be liable to any of the 
above fines and denies the fact, and shall after- 
ward be arraigned (sic) to appear, they shall pay 
double fine. 

Annual meeting first Tuesday in November. 

Every position in life has its hard- 
ships, which are very easily transformed 
into grievances. A little brooding over 
the former, and, lo, they are the latter! 
The first suggestion of wisdom is to 
avoid that brooding as you would con- 
tagion. Accept them simply as_hard- 
ships, unavoidable in any occupation 
wherever exercised. Endure them 
bravely, patiently, and, above all, si- 
lently. Next to brooding over them 
talking about them will make them 
grievances. Talk about anything, even 


the weather, never about your hardships. 
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News from the Field 
East 


The Providence (R. I.) public library 
has received a gift of $5000 from the es- 
tate of the late Alfred Metcalf through 
his widow, Mrs Rosa C. Metcalf. 


Sarah F. Barnard, librarian emeritus 
of the Nantucket Atheneum died Aug. 
27. Miss Barnard served 50 years as li- 
brarian of the Atheneum, succeeding 
Maria Mitchell, the noted astronomer, in 
1856. 


The twentieth annual report of the 
Providence public library shows 119,079Vv. 
in the library. Number of volumes 
issued for home use for the year was 
129,707. It has been found necessary 
to open no room unless it could have 
an attendant in charge. This has been 
a wide departure from the plan of the 
library heretofore. Fifteen exhibits 
have been made in the lecture room 
with a considerable number elsewhere 
in the building. The work in the chil- 
dren’s room has been extremely satis- 
factory and progressive. An organiza- 
tion known as the Children’s library 
helpers has been formed for the purpose 
of assisting the department financiallv 
and in other ways. 


The report of the librarian of the Yale 
university for 1905-6 shows 19.869v. 
borrowed from the University library 
and 27,221 from the Linonian .and 
Brothers library. The evening attend- 
ance in the Chittenden reading room 
varies from 50 to 100 and during the 
day the room is often uncomfortably 
crowded. Considerable alteration has 
been made in the present quarters to 
relieve the congested condition every- 
where. During the past year 44 books 
have been carried away from the read- 
ing room without being charged. It is 
expected that some of these will be 
returned. The whole number of books 
in the university library is about 475,- 
ooov. The total accession during the 
year was 15,931v. The list of individual 
donors to the library is unusually large. 
The annual income of the library is 
about £50,000. 
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News from 


The Public library, Norwalk, Conn., 
has received the gift of a bronze replica 
of the Pompeiian bust of Homer. The 
Italian government allowed but six 
copies of the original to be made, and 
this is one of the copies 

The giver is Gen. A. Homer Bying- 
ton, for the past few years consul for 
the United States in Naples, Italy. Gen- 
eral Byington was born in Norwalk and is 
attached to his native place, where the 
pretty library is a joint monument to 
the generosity of Mr Carnegie and the 
public spirit of the citizens. 

A notice of the gift of the bust ap- 
peared in the local press of Norwalk, 
and a lecturer upon art matters who 
had just returned from Italy was moved 
to write an enthusiastic article calling 
attention to the beautiful bust. Several 
significant sentences are appended: 


In the great National museum of Naples, the 
gallery which divides with the British museum 
in London the honor of having the best collec- 
tion of antique sculpture in the world, is the 
marble bust of Homer, of which this bronze is 
an excellent copy. More than any other bust I 
know of this Homer appeals irresistibly to the 
beholder. ... Professor Tarbell says of it: “This is 
one ot a number of heads which reproduce an 
ideal portrait of Homer, conceived as a blind old 
man. ‘The marks of age and.-blindness are ren- 
dered with great fidelity.” And I should like to 
add, the marks also of an inner vision which, 
blind as to what was around him, could see the 
heroes on the plains of Troy and embody their 
deeds in an epic which is immortal. 


Central Atlantic 


Charles Herrick Compton, N.Y. ’05-6, 
has been appointed librarian of the Y. 
M.C. A.. Albany, N. Y. 


Helen Lathrop, N. Y. ’05-6, has been 
appointed assistant to the director of 
the Training school for children’s libra- 
rians Carnegie library, Pittsburg, Pa. 


Leon M. Solis-Cohen, B. L.S, N.Y. 
os, has been appointed assistant in 
charge of the Brownsville branch of 
the Brooklyn public library. 


Nelson Taylor, well known to libra- 
rians as a member of the firm of Baker 
& Taylor Company, New York, was mar- 
ried in London July 26, at All Souls’ 
church, to Aliette de Carriére. 
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Emily S. Coit of the Buffalo public 
library staff, who spent two months in 
organizing the Warsaw (N. Y.) public 
library, has resumed her duties as order 
clerk of the former institution. 


The Frankford branch of the Free 
public library of Philadelphia is to be 
opened on the 15th of September. This 
building is equipped with Library Bu- 
reau furniture and charging counter. 

The Drew theological seminary of 
Madison, N. J., reports having received, 
since the first of June, the date of their 
last report, the library of the Rev. C. 
Larew, M. D., comprising 1000v. The 
library now contains ¢O,000v. 


The Public library of Warsaw, N. Y., 
was opened to the public on Saturday, 
July 7. The new library building is the 
gift of Mr Carnegie, and stands on a 
lot presented by Mrs Augustus Frank of 
Warsaw. Helen M. Cameron islibrarian. 


The report of public lectures in the 
city of New York shows attendance on 
last years session of 1,221,441, an in- 
crease of 67,450. These lectures have 
been a tremendous influence in increas- 
ing the circulation of books in the pub- 
lic libraries of New York. 


The report of the Academy of natu- 
ral science of Philadelphia, shows a 
year of progressive work. Pamphlets 
to the number of 5956 have been added, 
with 849v., 235 maps and 44 photographs, 
the givers of this material covering 
every quarter of the globe. 


The tenth annual report of the Can- 
astota public library, Carnegie building, 
speaks well for the large usefulness and 
increasing interest in the library. 

The circulation for the year was 13,- 
150, of which 4,292 were children’s 
books. The children’s story hour has 
proven a great success, 593 having been 
in attendance during the year. © 

There are 5000v. on the shelves and 
350pamphlets. The work of cataloging 
the pamphlets was taken up for the first 
time last year. There are 968 readers. 
The reference and reading rooms are 
well patronized. Julia M. Perkins is li- 
brarian. 
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The report of the East Orange (N. J.) 
public library for 1906, gives the num- 
ber of books as 20,000v. This library 
buys fiction upon 10 days’ approval, and 
all fiction added to the library is read 
and reported on by some one in whose 
judgment the library has confidence. 
A form classifying the story as to plot, 
subject, value, English, taste, etc., is 
filled out by the reader. Traveling li- 
braries are kept in the fire houses, police 
stations, etc. The library also coéper- 
ates with Sunday-schools. The circu- 
lation last year was 117,294v. for 310 
days. Of this, juvenile circulation was 
21.444V. 


Two beautiful specimens of portrait- 
ure in marble, or alto-relievos, have been 
placed in the Case memorial library, of 
Auburn, N. Y., one on each side of the 
delivery desk. They are the portraits 
of the late Theodore Pettibone Case 
and Frances Fitch Case, his wife, in 
whose memory the Case library was 
erected by their son, Willard E. Case. 
Cut from the purest Italian marble, 
which was selected and brought ex- 
pressly from Italy for the purpose, they 
represent a cost of several thousand 
dollars. The designs were made bv the 
New York artist, George Brewster, from 
photographs, and carried out in the 
marble by Grignolo, also of New York, 
who personally superintended their 
placing. They add much to the beauty 
of the delivery room. 


The Reid memorial branch of the 
Passaic (N. J.) public library has been 
holding an exhibition of women’s nee- 
dlework, which has proved very attract- 
ive. This year the work has been con- 
fined to specimens of the handiwork 
brought from the old country by the 
large foreign population working in the 
factories in Passaic, and covered sam- 
ples of work from almost all the Slav 
nations—Bohemians, Slovenes, Croa- 
tions, Dalmatians, Moravians and Rus- 
sians, as well as Poles, Hungarians, 
Germans and Italians. The display 


covered laces, embroidery, drawn work, 
Hardanger and cross-stitch, as well as 
some unique peasants’ costumes, caps 
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and aprons. The foreign people were 
greatly pleased at being asked to lend 
their work for this exhibition, and it 
proved beneficial in creating some in- 
terest in the younger generation for the 
home industries of their parents. 


The roof garden reading room at the 
Rivington-street branch of New York 
public library has proved so successfu! 
and is so greatly appreciated by the 
people of the neighborhood that this 
feature is being incorporated in the 
plans of three new branch buildings, 
now in the hands of the architects. 

The new roof gardens will be some- 
what larger than the one at Rivington 
street and more convenient. The book- 
lift will be extended to the roof and a 
shelter will be provided for magazines 
and papers in case of a sudden shower. 
These open-air reading rooms increase 
the cost of construction of a building 
by several thousand dollars. 

The experiment of holding lectures 
in library assembly rooms in codpera- 
tion with the board of education has 
proved a success, and several libraries 
will be used in this way next winter. 
Two of the three libraries now being 
planned are to have assembly rooms. 


Grace MacMullen, for six years a 
member of the staff of the library of 
Columbia university, died on the 8th of 
August at her home in New York after 
a short illness. For years she struggled 
with undaunted courage against an in- 
sidious disease, making a brave fight 
against physical weakness and suffer- 
ing—so brave that very few realized her 
true condition. She was a great favor- 
ite with her associates and with the uni- 
versity public, and in her position as 
associate reference librarian had met 
with marked success. Indeed, some of 
the brightest scholars of the city, using 
the library under her general guidance, 
had expressed their appreciation in the 
strongest possible terms — doubting 
whether her superior could be found in 
any of the libraries of the city. Her 
loss to the library of Columbia is almost 
irreparable, especially from the stand- 
point of her loyalty, a sentiment intensi- 




















fied by the fact that her father and her 
brother had been Columbia men. 


Henry Livingston Elmendorf, libra- 
rian of Buffalo public library, died July 
8. Mr Elmendorf was one of the active 
members of the American library asso- 
ciation since his entrance into it in 
1893. He became librarian of St. Jo- 
seph (Mo.) public library in 1892. In 
1895 he was elected secretary of the A. 
L. A. at the Denver conference. The 
year 1895-6 marked the beginning of 
the new era in library work. Several 
new projects for a more thorough un- 
derstanding of the library and its func- 
tions on the part not only of the general 
public but of the librarians themselves 
were launched, in all of which Mr EI- 
mendorf took a prominent part. Mr 
Elmendorf was elected librarian of Buf- 
falo in June, 1897, at the time of its 


change from a proprietary to a public’ 


library. The tremendous strides made 
by this library in everything that placed 
its contents more successfully and more 
easily at the command of the public, 
are monuments to his energy and judg- 
ment. He was active in library inter- 
ests of New York state and was at one 
time president of the New York library 
association. 

Mr Elmendorf was a clear and force- 
ful writer on library topics and his servi- 
ces were always in demand at library 
meetings. His contributions to the 
press are of a high grade and have 
assisted immeasurably in furthering the 
best library ideas. Mr Elmendorf had 
been in failing health for several years, 
but remained at his post almost to the 
last. The board of directors of the 
Buffalo public library placed resolu- 
tions of appreciation of his services on 
record at his death, and it is safe to say 
that his impress on the library world of 
his day will for a long time be felt, not 
only in Buffalo but throughout the 
country. . 


Central 


Jessie Masden, of Marion, Ohio, has 
been appointed librarian of the public 
library of Piqua, Ohio. 


News from the Field 
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The Carnegie library building of 
Xenia, Ohio, was opened with impress- 
ive ceremonies on June 26. 


Harriet A. Wood, librarian of the 
Public library of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
returned to her work September 15, af- 
ter a four months’ leave of absence. . 


Mrs Catherine D. Paddock-Baker, 
well known in library circles of Chicago, 
formerly a student in the New York 
state library school, died suddenly from 
heart trouble at her home in Wellford, 
W. Va., in July. 

Mrs A. McDonell has been elected 
librarian of the public library at Bay 
City, Mich., to succeed A. J Cook, who 
resigns on account of failing health. 
Mrs McDonell was Mr Cook’s prede- 
cessor as Mrs A. F. Parsons till 1898, 
when she resigned. 


Demarchus C. Brown, for many years 
professor of Greek at Butler university, 
Irvington, Ind., has been elected state 
librarian of Indiana, to succeed W. E. 
Henry, who resigned the position to 
become librarian of the university of 
Washington at Seattle. There were a 
number of candidates for the position. 


The marriage of Harold L. Leupp of 
Chicago and Beulah L. Cross of Albany, 
N. Y., took place Sept. 1, at the home 
of the latter. Mr Leupp is now con- 
nected with the book order department 
of the University of Chicago, and their 
home will be in the vicinity of the in- 
stitution. 

Frank L. Tolman, reference librarian 
of the University of Chicago, and Hope 
Mason, reference librarian of the Art 
institute, Chicago, were married on June 
29, at Miss Mason's home in Minne- 
apolis. Mr Tolman was appointed ref- 
erence librarian of the New York state 
library in August and begins his work at 
Albany, October 1. 

The Barr branch of the St Louis pub- 
lic library was opened with appropriate 
ceremonies on September 17. Three 
thousand persons were present and the 
auditorium would not accommodate 
half of those who wished to attend. 
Touching reference was made to the 
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devotion of Mr Crunden to the exten- 
sion of library work in St Louis in the 
address of the president of the board 
of trustees, F. W. Lehmann. 

The last news from Mr Crunden is 
not as favorable as could be wished. 
His brother reports that his condition 
is not so hopeful as it was some months 
ago. He has been taken to his home 
in St Louis and his friends are watch- 
ing his condition with anxiety. 


The libraries of the Wisconsin histor- 
ical society and of the Universitv of 
Wisconsin have discovered a theft of 
books and pamphlets of considerable 
proportions, extending through a period 
of two years. The one to whom evi- 
dence points as the guilty person is a 
woman entered as a fellow in history in 
the university and who took a master’s 
degree last June. A search warrant al- 
lowed Dr Thwaites and Dr Smith to 
make an examination of her material 
stored, and there was found many works 
of great rarity some of which had been 
wantonly mutilated to destroy their 
identity. 

Sarah A. Cochrane, for 20 years chief 
of thecatalog departmentof the Detroit 
public library, resigned August I, to take 
a well earned rest. When she took hold 
of the work the library had some 75,000 
books, entirely unclassified and without 
a catalog of any description. The deci- 
mal classification system was adopted. 
Withoutany previous training or experi- 
ence in this line of work and with a staff 
of wholly untrained. helpers, Miss Coch- 
rane, within three years, classified the 
entire library, made a good start on a 
card catalog, prepared and put through 
the press the general catalog, a volume 
of some 1200 large octavo printed pages, 
which, with its three supplements in the 
same form, is considered by very many 
librarians both in this county and in 
England a model catalog of its kind. 
This is an illustration of her wonderful 
energy, comprehensive grasp of the work 
in all its details and ability to accom- 
plish results. 

The annual-report (1905-1906) of the 
Peoria (Ill.) publiclibrary gives the home 
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issues, 195,920v., a gain of 21,000 over 
last year; additions to the library, 
5,000v.; a total now in circulation of 
89,704v.; expended for books and peri- 
odicals, $5,472.17. 

The folfowing extract is noteworthy: 

We have never yet made a request of our city 
council which has not been granted without a 
word, | say this with satisfaction and local 
pride, for of the hundred or more annual re- 
ports that come to me each year from other 
public libraries there is hardly one that has not 
its sad undertone of wail and lamentation for 
more money, but never from Peoria. 


And this one also: 


At the annual meeting of the State library 
association at Springfield, May 22-24, we were 
represented by Miss Mcllvaine and the libra- 
rian—a profitable meeting. 

The value of this annual meeting of librarians 
cannot be estimated too highly. To work hard 
a year within the four walls of one’s own library 
—the same daily round—is to be something of 
a hermit, a little near-sighted. 

‘To come together once a year with one hun- 
dred or more other librarians, shake hands with 
fellow workers,compare experiences and discuss 
problems is good. is stimulating; we go back to 
work again not with new ideas only, but also 
with increased self-respect and greater confi- 
dence to welcome our friends thronging at the 
delivery counter. 


West 


Clara L. Craig, N. Y. ‘05, has been pro- 
moted to the position of reference li- 
brarian at the University of Nebraska. 


Alice D. McKee, N. Y.’05, has _re- 
signed her position as cataloger at the 
Univérsity of Michigan to become libra- 
rian of the Free public library of Bea- 
trice, Neb. 


Walter L. Barnes N. Y. ’o1—2, has re- 
signed his position as librarian of the 
Y..M. C. A. at Albany, N. Y., to be- 
come assistant librarian at the Univer- 
sity of Colorado, Boulder, Col. 


South 


Clara Mulliken, N. Y. ’06, has been 
appointed reference librarian and head 
of the loan department of the Rosen- 
berg library, Galveston, Texas. 


The use of the open shelf department 
of the Louisville public library: of -10,- 
ooov. has grown so greatly. that its ca- 
pacity has had to be increased. 














News from the Field 


Ethel Alexander, a member of the 
staff of the Carnegie library at Atlanta, 
Ga., and an instructor in Southern li- 
brary school, was married June 12. She 
was presented with a silver loving cup 
by the library staff. 


The Georgia library commission has 
appointed a permanent secretary who 
will be the executive officer of the com- 
mission. Mrs Percival Sneed, a grad- 
uate of Pratt institute. Brooklyn, and a 
Georgia woman, has been appointed and 
will at once set about learning the status 
of the libraries in the state, securing 
statistics, and will communicate with 
districts desirous of establishing free 
libraries. 


The annual report of the Houston, 
Texas, library for 1906, shows additions 
to the library, 2373v. The circulation, 
59008v. 270v from the duplicate rent 
collection have been placed in the free 
circulation department. Circulation in 
children’s department, 17140v.. The at- 
tendance on the story hour has ranged 
from 50 to 250. 57 sets of 40 books 
have formed the school library collec- 
tion. Over 500 gifts of books have 
been received during the year. 


The report of work of Andrew Car- 
negie free traveling libraries in Georgia 
for the year 1905, contains the follow- 
ing statistics: Schools added to list, 23; 
total schools visited, 97; towns and ru- 
ral communitics having Andrew Car- 
negie community libraries, 46; total 
magazines and periodicals sent out, 4174. 
The library system was established in 
November, 1898. Since then 800 schools 
have made permanent improvements 
upon their school-houses or grounds; 
400 have established permanent libra- 
ries; 46 rural communities helped by 
these libraries have established Village 
improvement societies. The system has 
5468 books in circulation. 8000 .chil- 
dren read the books this year. 

Pacific Coast 

‘Andrew Carnegie has offered a li- 
brary building to Juneau, Alaska. The 
library left there last year by the A. L. 
A. tourist is bearing fruit. 
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Joy Lichtenstein, for several years 
assistant librarian of the Public library 
of San Francisco, has taken a year’s 
leave of absence and gone into business, 
pending the recuperation of the library 
situation in that city. 


The San Francisco public library, or 
such part of it as escaped destruction 
by earthquake and fire, was open to the 
public on July 15. 30,000v. were at the 
disposal of the public and are being 
added to as rapidly as possible. The 
library is contained in two branches that 
were unharmed and work is progressing 
satisfactorily under the circumstances. 


The forty-second annual report of the 
Library association of Portland, Ore., 
gives an increase in the circulation in 
the library, notwithstanding the dis- 
traction of the Fair. The quality of the 
books read has improved, the fiction per 
cent being on the decline; it is now less 
than 62 per cent. The circulation in the 
children’s department was 40,6sov. and 
through the schools, 9441v. The story 
telling is given as the chief cause of the 
decrease in the fiction reading in this 
department, having dropped from 59 to 
55 percent. 10,914v. were prepared for 
the shelves and 7629 were cataloged. 
The work of the branches continues to 
grow. Thirteen distributing stations are 
in active work. 


Foreign 


Dr A. B. Meyer has given up his res- 
idence in Dresden and will travel for a 
year before choosing a fixed abode. 
Till further notice he may be addressed 
in care of R. Frielander & Sohn, Carl 
strasse II, Berlin, N. W. 6. 


The seventh annual report of the 
Westmount (Q. P.) public library is one 
of very satisfactory growth. The juve- 
nile department has entirely outgrown 
its quarters and a strong plea is made 
for an extension of accommodation and 
work. The circulation was 40,574Vv., 
with 4074 books on the shelves. 
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The public libraries of Denmark have 
formed an association which after con- 
siderable work has succeeded, as a simi- 
lar effort in Norway did, in obtaining 
from the booksellers a discount of 25 
per cent on all books bought for libra- 
ries. Only about 20 per cent of the 
libraries have joined the association, 
but the small libraries will be greatly 
benefited by its work. The official or- 
gan of the association is monthly, just 
started. The first number contains a 
select annotated list of books recom- 
mended for purchase. 

A new branch library in Sunderland, 
Eng., has been designed by the librarian 
of that city, Charlton Deas, and provides 
for open shelves throughout. It is a one- 
story building with three departments 
on the first floor which can be readily 
supervised from the delivery counter, the 
partitions being all of glass. There is a 
general reading room, a room for the 
ladies, but no provision as to space for 
the children. This library is classified 
by subject. The site was a gift from Ald. 
Burns and the building from Mr Car- 
negie. 

The Sunderland library has in con- 
nection with it avery good museum 
and art gallery. 

The Prussian administration of 1906-07 
has asa matter of trial founded three 
secretaryships, one in each of the uni- 
versity libraries of Berlin, Breslau and 
Gottingen. The Ministerial edict of 
March 16 contains the following con- 
cerning them: 

The new positions have been created 
for the purpose of transferring to secre- 
taries certain works hitherto performed 
by the librarians themselves, but which 
can be satisfactorily carried out by per- 
sons not possessing the scientific knowl- 
edge necessary to the librarian. The 
library secretary’s activity will, there- 
fore, concern itself chiefly with the tech- 
nical work of the library, the clerical 
work receiving secondary consideration. 
The following are the rules governing 
the appointment of applicants: 

The position of library secretary is 
open to 
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1 Supernumeraries of the depart- 
ments of administration and justice who 
1) possess the required age for the upper 
class of classical grammar or high 
schools; 2) who have finished the pre- 
scribed preparatory period and passed 
an examination for secretary, and have 
also had 3) one year of preparation and 
probation at some university library. 

2 Booksellers, who 1) possess the 
education required in I, 1); and 2) have 
either been actively engaged in the 
book trade for a period of three years, 
and have in addition passed one year 
in a university library, or, 3) who have 
had two years’ experience in the book 
trade and two years’ practice in a li- 
brary. 

3 Graduates of the above-named 
secondary schools, provided they have 
had one year’s practice in some univer- 
sity library. 

It is well understood that the present 
force of scientific library workers even 
now scarcely suffices for the cataloging 
of running editions, let alone for keep- 
ing up a continuous revision, rearrange- 
ment and reprinting of the catalogs. 

It would also be a mistake to burden 
a scientist with the many more or less 
mechanical labors connected with the 
work. Special aids should, therefore, 
be appointed for this branch of library 
work, if possible, after the manner of 
the American libraries, such as have 
been specially trained for cataloging 
work. I am thinking in the first in- 
stance of female aids. In order not to 
hamper the administration, it might be 
suggested not to include all of these 
aids in the regularly appointed staff, but 
to regulate their appointment and re- 
muneration according to necessity out 
of the running expense fund.— From 
the March number of the Zentralblatt fiir 
Libliothekwesen. 


Wanted— Position as librarian. Young 
lady having had two years’ training and 
three years’ experience. Recommenda- 
tions furnished. Address, D. J., Pusiic 
LIBRARIES 
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Book Buyers’ Aid| 


The new books of all publishers 
are listed in our Monthly Bulletin 
of New Books. Wherever titles are 
not explanatory, such description is 
given as will make it possible for the 
reader to obtain an accurate idea of 
the book. 


Books of all publishers 


are carried in our stock, which is lar- 
ger and more general than that of 
any other house in the United States. 


Library Orders 


given prompt and intelligent service. 
Our large stock and extensive li- 
brary experience enables us to give 
valuable aid to libraries and libra- 
rians. 


Library Department 


A. C. McClurg & Company 


CHICAGO 
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Charging desks 
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Before 1900 the delivery desk served merely as a barrier between 
public and books as a sort of shop counter over which the librarian 
disposed of his or her wares. 

Its evolution from that point is one of the most interesting things 
in the history of library equipment. 

We have just published a beautiful booklet on the subject with 
half-tone engravings of representative. types of modern charging desks which 
we have installed in libraries of all sizes. 

We shall be glad to send this postpaid to any librarian on request, 


Library Bureau 
530 Atlantic av., Boston, Mass. 
156 Wabash av., Chicago. 316 Broadway, New York. 


Salesrooms in 29 leading cities in U. S., Canada and Great Britain. 
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We are the only library supply house 
in the world. 

We take the bare walls of a library 
and supply everything except the books 
—making special designs and _ building 
individual furniture when desired. 

Technically correct equipment may 
cost a little more in the beginning, but 
it pays for itself every day in adminis- 
trative results. 

Our 216-page illustrated library cata- 
log is almost a liberal education in library 
work. It covers with pointed sugges- 
tions, every phase of equipment and ad- 
ministration from the mechanical side. 
Fully illustrated and bound in cloth. 

We shall be glad to send it free and 
postpaid to any librarian. 


Library Bureau 


530 Atlantic ave., Boston, Mass. 
156 Wabash ave., Chicago. 316 Broadway, New York. 


Salesrooms in 29 leading cities in U. S., Canada and Great Britain. 
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BOOK BARGAINS | 





NOTICE TO LIBRARIANS 








WE are the sole selling agents for 
the used books of the “Booklovers” 
and “Tabard Inn” libraries and we have 
on hand thousands of volumes repaired 
and rebound and in excellent condition 
for public and private libraries. These 
are offered at greatly reduced prices. 
Many hundreds of the largest public 
libraries in the country buy regularly 
from us. 


NEW BOOKS 





For the convenience of buyers we carry 
also a complete line of new books 
which we sell at the regular trade and 
library discounts. 


Send for our New Catalogue 








Address all correspondence to 


SALES DEPARTMENT 
THE TABARD INN LIBRARY 


1611 Chestnut Street, PHILADELPHIA 
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American Library Association 


PUBLISHING BOARD 


34 Newbury Street, Boston. 


Object is to secure the preparation and publication of catalogs, indexes and other biblio- 
graphic aids. 


BOOKS 


ANNOTATED LISTS 


Literature of American history, ed. by J. N. LARNED. Cloth, $6.00; postage, 3oc. 


Supplement for 1901, ed. by P. P. WELLS. $1.00; postage, Ioc. 
For continuation see below under Catalog Cards. 


Guide to reference books, by ALICE’ B. KROEGER. $1.25; postage, Ioc. 

Books for girls and women, ed. by GEORGE ILES. 90C.; postage, Ioc. 

Reading for the young, supplement by M. E. and A. L. SARGENT. 50c.; postage, 1o0c. 

List of French fiction, by MME. CORNU and WILLIAM BEER. 5c. 

Books for boys and girls, by CAROLINE M. HEwins. Second edition. Price 15c. $5.00 per 100. 


A. L. A. booklist, 50c. a year (8 nos.) 

A. L. A. index to general literature. Second edition. $10.00; postage, 52c. 

A. L. A. index to portraits. $3.00. Sold by the Superintendent of documents, Washington, D. C. 
Subject headings for use in dictionary catalogs. $2.00; postage, 12c. 

Library tracts on subjects pertaining to the establishment and maintenance of public 


libraries. 

1. Why do we need a public ‘ga 

2. How to start a library, by G. E. Wire. $1.00 per 100 

3. Traveling libraries, by F, A. HUTCHINS. if ordered in lots of So or more 

4. Library rooms and buildings, by C. C. Sous. 

5. Notes from the art section of a library, by CHARLES AMMI CUTTER. Sc. each, $2.00 per 100, 
6. Essentials in library administration, by L. E. STEARNS, 103 p. 15c. each, $5.00 per 100. 

7. Cataloging for small libraries, by THERESE HITCHLER. 15c each; $5.00 per 100, 


. Nos. 6-7 will in future be known as Library handbooks, No. 1-2. 
8. A village library, by MARY A. TARBELL. 5c each; $2.00 per 100. 


CATALOG CARDS 


1. For the following sets and books of composite authorship, 75c. per 100 cards. 


American academy of political and social sciences. Annals, 1892-1901. $5.88. 
Bibliographica, 3 vols. $1.31. 

British parliamentary papers, 1896-99. $13.39. For 1900, $1.86. To be continued. 
Mass. public documents 1900-1902. $1.60. 

Old South leaflets, v. 1-6. $2.45. 

Smithsonian institution. Annual reports, 1886-1904. $10.25. 

Reed’s Modern eloquence. $5.00. 


2. For 250 current periodical publications. Subscription (a) for complete series, $2.50 per 100 
titles; (b) for cards for selected periodicals, $4.00 per 100 titles. Subscriptions may be- 
gin at any time, but back cards can not be supplied. 


3. For 21 bibliographical serials. Price as per series 2. 


4. For current books on English and American history. These titles are also printed in pam- 
phlet form. The American history titles form the continuation of Larned’s Literature of 
American history. Price, $2.00 per year; pamphlet, $1.00. 











482 Public Libraries 


GAYLORD BROS.’ 


PAMPHLET BINDER 


For binding, holding and pre- 
serving pamphlets, magazines, 
reports, catalogues, schedules 
and papers of any description. 


EPS Bog 


Me 


A Practical Binder 





Moderate in Price 





16 different sizes 











SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Wakers of Book Repair Specialties 


Please mention this magazine 


WHY “PAGANS”? 


HE term “pagan” literally means villager, rustic or barbarian, and as 
used by Christians means an idolatrous or godless man—a heathen: A 
heathen means a heather-man, bushman or savage! Now consider the 

absurdity of applying this term Jagan to the old Greek Philosophers, Socrates, 
Plato, and Aristotle, three of the greatest minds in the history of religion, 
ethics, and philosophy. These men were not rustics or barbarians and not 
godless, but eminently ‘‘godly,’’ and represented the highest urban culture. 
In their works will be found the most exalted conceptions of God, the Soul, 
and a life of virtue. In the words of Socrates, 500 years before the New 
Testament was written, will be found aclearer statement of the doctrine of 
the immortal soul and its future states of probation, reward, and punishment 
than can be found in any part of the Bible. And in Plato’s Dialogues will 
be found a perfect statement of the Golden Rule, 400 B. C., and also a full 
statement of the modern utilitarian theory of ethics in terms identical with 
that given by our greatest modern evolutionist, Herbert Spencer. To get a 
true idea of ‘‘pagan’’ teachings and correct popular misconceptions, read 
Vol. I of Evolution of Ethics by The Brooklyn Ethical Association, entitled 
The Ethics of the Greek Philosophers, 333 pages, 21 illustrations, including 
many portraits of the philosophers and a Life of Socrates. 


Price, $2.00 at all booksellers 











CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Publishers 


Main Office: 271 Ninth Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


BRANCHES CHICAGO AND LONDON 
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CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 


Publishers, Importers and Booksellers 


153, 155, and 157 Fifth Avenue, 2 





New York City 


We invite the attention of librarians to.our extensive and complete stock of English and 
American books of all publishers which we supply at the lowest market rates. : 
English published books can be imported free of duty, and through our agents in London 
and Paris, books in German, French, Italian and Spanish are procured promptly. 


: > wns attention is given to finding obscure and out of print publications. 
solicited. 


Our catalogues and the Book Buyer, a monthly magazine devoted to books, 
authors, and literary affairs, sent free on request. 


Correspondence 





BOOKS FOR LIBRARIES 


The Wanamaker Book Store in Philadelphia does the largest retail book business in Amer- 
ica—to say nothing of the almost equal book business done by the New York Wanamaker Store. 
This makes a combined book business almost double that of any other concern in the business. 


This accounts for the extraordinary purchases that the Wanamaker organization is constantly 


securing. 


standard and recent books at very much lower prices than are possible elsewhere. 


ANY BOOK EXTANT is here or will be secured, if obtainable anywhere. 


Wanamaker BOOK CATALOGUE. All inquiries given careful and expert attention. 


JOHN 


NEW YORK 


WANAMAKER 


It is why LIBRARIES can secure through the Wanamaker Stores, splendid editions of 


Send for the 


PHILADELPHIA 











Public Library Trade 


A Specialty 











THE 


McDEVITT-WILSON 
BARGAIN BOOK SHOP 


1 Barclay Street, New York 


IRISH LITERATURE, Edited by Justin 
McCarthy, M. P. Edition de luxe, complete 
in 19 octavo volumes, 34 sea-green morocco, 
sold on subscription only at $45.00. Our 
special price while they last $15.00. 


REED’S MODERN ELOQUENCE, 15 
vol’s 34 red morocco, subscription only $75.00 
per set. Our price $27.50. 


JANE AUSTEN’S complete works 6 vol’s, 
buckram, Little Brown, $12.00—$6.50. 


The above are only a few of the many bar- 
gains we are able to offer. Write for prices 
on Americana, Century, Warner Library, 
Brittanica, Garnett’s Anthology, Larned’s 
Ready-Reference, Reclus or anything you may 
want. 3000 A. L. A. in stock. rite for 
Catalog No. 18 if you haven’t received it. 
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THE 


SCHAPIROGRAPH DUPLICATOR 


cleanly multiplies, in all colors, anything written 
with pen, up to 150 copies, or with typewriter, up 

= to 50 clear copies, 
20 copies a min- 
ute, all equal to 
original. It is al- 
ways ready to do 
reliable work, re 
quires no prepa- 
rations, no wash- 
a\ ing, and avoids 
A\ expensive sup- 
plies. 








A NECESSITY IN EVERY LIBRARY 
where there is a frequent need of making rapidly a 
number of facsimile copies of lists of reference 
books, subjects for study. etc. It saves an enor- 
mous amount of time and labor. In practical use 
by New York Public Library, Library of the Con- 

ress, Washington, Public Libraries, Cleveland, 


| 
( 
| 
| 
| 


es Moines, Cincinnati, etc. 


IT IS DURABLE FOR YEARS 
as each apparatus contains 5% yards rolled print- 
ing surface, which can be used continually and 
over and over again for _— duplicates. Com- 
mercial size printing surface, 8% x18, Price, $8.00. 
Prices for larger sizes on application. 

e 


THE SCHAPIROGRAPH CO. 
265 Broadway, New York. 


eae ee? @22 @]2800008 8 


CVF VF VEIWAESSWVIESBESVWSB wa =a 








484 





Public Libraries 


What Weare Doing for Librarians 


We now have the most efficient department 
for the handling of Library orders 


1. The largest miscellaneous stock in the center of the 
largest book market in the country. 


2. Greatly increased facilities for the importation of Eng- 


lish publications, 


3. Competent bookmen to price lists and collect books. 
All of this means prompt and complete shipments and right 


prices. 


Send for our (A) Library Catalogue, (B) Clearance Catalogue, 
(C’) Monthly Balletin. 


The Baker & Taylor Co., 


Wholesale 
Booksellers 


33-37 E. Seventeenth St., New York. 








Library Orders 


for Foreign Books filled at lowest 
rates. Of German Books we keep 
the largest stock in America. Send 


for our quotations and catalogues. 


E. Steiger & Co., 25 park Place, New York. 








Every Library Requires a Duplicator 


Inexpensive, simple, clean and convenient. 
Guaranteed to give satisfaction 


OVER 100,000 IN USE. 


The Lawton Simplex Printer 


Produces an exact facsimile 
of ordinary writing. The 
original is written on com- 
mon paper with any pen or 
typewriter. 100 copies in 
20 minutes. Invaluable to 
F , librarians in preparing ref- 
erence lists, etc. Write us for circulars and samples of 


30 Vesey St., LAWTON & CO. ® sien St., 


New York 





Books 


for 
Libraries 


JOHN 
67 Fifth Ave. 


(Mention Public Libraries) 


Our exclusive business is 
that of supplying books to libra- 
ries at reduced prices. 
logues sent on application. 


Cata- 


R. ANDERSON CO. 
New York. 












3 
f 
i 
| 


———— 





Public Libraries 

















BOSTON 





NPV) ‘ wr as a ae &, 
| SHAKSPERE SONGS 
J aE J z, as Ed 2 2S a Bu 
| 
| Compiled and Edited by CHARLES VINCENT . 
} 
= tra ——— eee Snee = = ss Ae sme aaa 
| 
a len ; P | 
[ i | ( X | i 
{ iT | | ¢ nd t {| | 
hy 1 roht j 
I id) rey iit | 
d 7 mal ( | 
° | 
to four part iS TOLLOW | 
I. Songs mentioned by Shakspere in his plays | 
II Songs possibly sung in the original performances | 
ae Settings composed since Shakspere’s time to the | 
middle of the nineteenth century | 
IV. Recent settings 
th th 
¢ ni e0: | 
? | 
( 
| 
| 
' , 
| mit 
| 
} +} 
} 
} 
| 
j | 
' 
| | 
Tk "ROL ~ TSEz 
At DITSON COMPANY | 
| OLIV ER i A dI d yt | 








ceethieniel all ey eS imEorY x 
peo; ORE REE RRS RE Wa | oii aie PLIES, MRCS 








486 





ER 


Public Libraries 


THE NEW 


HAMMOND 
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